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President’s Message 

By Tom Burt 

General Meetings 

The Computer Club June General Membership Meeting will be held 7 

PM Thursday, June 4th, at Desert Vista.  Our program will feature Gene Barlow of 

User Group Relations.  Gene will reprise his backup strategy presentation using Acronis 

True Image.  Gene’s wife Linda will be on hand to process orders for software, if you are 

interested. 

Our July 2nd General Meeting will feature the Clark County Virtual Library Manager, 

Lauren Stokes.  Lauren will be making a presentation on computer classes available, 

online books to download or listen to, databases, genealogy resources and online 

librarians. 

 
Membership 

So far, for 2009, we have 1075 new or renewed members.  See the Membership page for 

full details. 

 
Education Activities for June 

Rich Walko, Howard Verne and Edith Einhorn are our education program coordinators.  

We have a good line-up of classes, seminars and SIGs for June.  See the June calendar 

as well as the Seminars, Classes, "SIGs" and "KKs” pages for full details.  Our education 

program is one of the great benefits of belonging to the Club.  No matter what your 

experience or skill level, you should find something to suit your needs. 

 
Seminar Presenters and Class Instructors Needed 

We would welcome a few more seminar presenters and class instructors to help share 

their knowledge with our members.  If you’re interested, send me an e-mail 

(tnburt@ieee.org) or call me at 702-341-7095. 

http://www.scscc.com/REPEAT_2008/SCSCCMembership.htm
http://www.scscc.com/Calendars/scscc_calendar_2009-jun.pdf
mailto:tnburt@ieee.org
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Lab Updates 

The Club’s new Dazzle video capture interface for the lab’s Media PC is proving to be a 

big hit.  The software includes Pinnacle Studio 12 and also a program called Pinnacle 

Direct to DVD.  The Direct to DVD program allows the user to copy a VHS tape directly 

to a blank DVD on the Media PC’s DVD burner. 

The old lab monitor desk has been replaced with a smaller one that uses much less room.  

This should make it much more comfortable for students sitting in the back row of the 

student area. I wish to extend heartfelt thanks to Ray Rome, who generously donated the 

new desk to the club.  The club’s old desk was donated to the “Happy Factory”, a charity 

that makes toys for needy children. 

 
Digital Media SIG 

The Digital Music SIG has expanded its charter to include various video topics as well as 

digital music topics.  Video is a broad area, so time will determine exactly how this 

develops.  From time to time, the SIG will look at software tools for capturing, editing 

and rendering digital video just as it has done for digital music. 

 
Technical News 

The “release candidate” build of the upcoming Windows 7 operating system is now 

available for members to copy from lab PCs LAB02, LAB15 and LAB16 (along the wall 

adjacent to the classroom).  

Windows Vista Service Pack 2 is reportedly finished.  When it is available for download, 

we will post that setup program to the same three PCs. 
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Issue Contributors 

Carol Warman – Manager / Editor 

Irene Burt Tom Burt Edith Einhorn Nilda Fernandez Dick Kling 

Pat LeMay John Polich Ed Rogers Howard Verne Rich Walko 

 

Board of Directors Actions 

The Computer Club Board of Directors took the following actions on 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

1. Howard Verne made a motion that the Digital Music SIG be renamed the Digital 

Media SIG.  The motion was seconded by Bill Wilkinson and approved by a unanimous 

vote of the Board. 

 
General Membership Meeting 

The Computer Club June General Membership Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 

4th, 7PM at Desert Vista.  Gene Barlow will demonstrate the best way for end users to backup 

their computer’s hard drive to prevent serious loss of important files.  Gene will also focus on 

how to best organize your hard drive to improve your backup plan.  Join us for this informative 

presentation, refreshments and fellowship.  For Club information go to www.scscc.com or call 

Tom Burt, President at 341-7095 or email Tom at tnburt@ieee.org. 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

Robert Braley 
Richard G. Curtis 
Joyce Ekstrom 
Jacqueline Horwich 
Sheldon Horwich 
 

Patsy Pendleton 
Ralph Pendleton 
Jack Putney 
Barbara Streck 
Mary Jo Streck 
Jan Wilkinson 

June 2009 Calendars 

To view the June calendars, click the following hyperlink: 

 http://www.scscc.com/Calendars/scscc_calendar_2009-jun.pdf 

http://www.scscc.com/
mailto:tnburt@ieee.org
http://www.scscc.com/Calendars/scscc_calendar_2009-jun.pdf
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) provide a forum for general discussion 

on a specific computer related subject. Admission to all SIGs is on a 

first-come, first-seated basis and is subject to the maximum allowed by 

fire code regulations. All of the following meetings are held in the 

Classroom. 

The <W> or <M> indicate whether a SIG would be of interest to 

Windows or Macintosh users. 
 

Creative Graphics <W/M> 

1st and 3rd Wednesday, 1:00 p.m.  

Mel Neiman (228-6727) 

Featuring tips, tricks, demonstrations and give-aways with information on greeting cards, 

business cards, labels, simple desk top publishing, digital photo tips and using photos in your 

projects, creating slide show informational frames, using fonts and creating your own clipart from 

fonts, e-mail stationery and animated signatures, journaling, and scrapbooking using 

computers, new tools for publishing found in Printmaster.  

Very basic photo imaging processing, using small utilities related to graphics, fonts and catalog. 

 

Digital Media <W> 

3rd Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

Tom Burt (341-7095) 

The Digital Media SIG provides a forum for members interested in all aspects of computer-based 

digital sound and video to meet, discuss, and learn more about the topic. The SIG's target 

audience is intermediate to advanced digital media  users, but all members are welcome. 

 

Genealogy <W> 

3rd Thursday, 1:00 p.m. (new time) 

Charles Johnson (804-4943) 

Genealogy is one of America’s most popular and rewarding hobbies. Come, let us help you find 

your ancestors on the internet.  We will explore helpful, free, sites and assist you in building your 

family tree. 

 

Hardware <W > 

Every Tuesday, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

George Lobue (256-0822) 

This SIG provides club members only with no cost assistance for those having upgrades and /or 

problems with their computers. Bring in only your P.C. tower and your problems. Our TECH 

team will give you our best effort. Be sure to mark your cables so you can re-connect when you 

get home. 

 

Linux SIG 

2nd Wednesday at 1:00 P.M. and 4th Wednesday at 9:00 A.M., in the Classroom 

Sy Bensky (242-6695) 

Apart from the fact that it's freely distributed, Linux's functionality, adaptability and robustness, 

have made it a main alternative to Microsoft’s operating systems. IBM, Hewlett-Packard and 
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other giants of the computing world have embraced Linux and support its ongoing development. 

More than a decade after its initial release, Linux is being adopted worldwide primarily as a 

server platform. Its use as a home and office desktop operating system is also on the rise. 

This Special Interest Group will investigate Linux’s potentials and attributes.  

 

Macintosh Users’ Group <M> 

2nd and 4th Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. 

Rose Mary D’Aloisio (255-2813) 

Bill Euler (233-2351) 

This is for Macintosh users of all experience levels. We will have Q&A, so bring your questions 

and/or problems. 

 

Photoshop <W> 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

David Alexman (341-6533)  and  Zoltan Steiner (256-1161) 

This SIG will provide you with an overview of many of the basic elements found in both Adobe 

Photoshop and Adobe Photoshop Elements, two extraordinary photo retouching, image editing, 

and color painting software programs.   The Adobe Photoshop programs offer the tools to get 

professional-quality results.  If you wish to enhance your photographs, this SIG will be most 

helpful and of great value. This SIG's target audience is intermediate to advanced digital imaging 

users, but all members are welcome. 

Sun City Wings <W/M> 

3rd Saturday, 1:00 p.m.  

Ted Wagner (256-4037)  

Using Microsoft's Flight Simulator program, we fly all kinds of airplanes from the 1903 Wright 

Flyer to a 400-passenger 747 jet airliner. Even helicopters are available. You can learn to fly 

airplanes or you can just enjoy beautiful sceneries around the world. The unrestricted view from 

the cockpit is something to experience. Those simulator programs have gotten "As real as it gets". 

We have a lot of fun. Please join us and take a look into the world of Flying. 
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June 2009 Classes 

Because there are a limited number of computer stations available for 

hands-on participation, pre-registration is necessary for all classes. See 

individual descriptions for details on how to register. 

 

THE NEWLY UPDATED AND UPGRADED BOOT 

CAMP CURRICULUM WILL BE OFFERED IN 

JUNE! 
Openings are Available to Novice Computer Users 

In an effort to make the Boot Camp curriculum keep up with the 

times as well as comply with the perceived interests of the club’s 

novice computer users, Boot Camp Instructor Bill Wilkinson has 

updated and upgraded the Boot Camp curriculum to include 

several more modules (chapters) and more than 20 additional 

step-by-step practice sets.  Overall, the new curriculum 

(previously revised exactly a year ago) contains 32 pages of 

additional information.  It was launched in May. 

The next class will be held on June 8, 9, 11, 15, and 16, with each session scheduled 

from 9:00 AM until 12 noon. 

There are several slots available for the June class.  If you know of friends in the 

Sun City Summerlin community who may be interested in taking this class, would 

you let them know that this program is available? 

Registration Details: 

To register or seek additional information, please telephone Susie Scott 

at 242-9745 or 239-8986 (cell).  She will arrange to register your friends 

for an upcoming class and collect the course fee. 

Prerequisites: Must be a Club member ($20 fee for new members) and own a computer with the 

Microsoft WINDOWS operating system installed. 

Fee: Fifteen dollars ($15.00), which includes a 126-page participant’s manual, a CD, and a 

portable flash drive. 
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Course Description: 

Boot Camp is an introductory course designed for members who are new to computing and/or the 

Microsoft Windows operating system. This hands-on class has a limited enrollment of 12 with 

each participant working at an individual computer station in the Computer Lab. A multi-member 

team of lead instructor and coaches will provide step-by-step instruction that will include 

demonstrations, guided practice and individual coaching assistance. 

Participants will be introduced to the basic vocabulary and concepts necessary to establish an 

understanding of Windows. They will be instructed in practical strategies for managing and 

organizing their own data files, will be introduced to word processing, email, and the Internet, 

and will learn how to read and write data from and to a compact disk and a portable thumb drive. 

Those participants who own a digital camera will enjoy a demonstration on how to copy and 

paste photos from the camera to their hard drive, utilizing the newly acquired skills of file 

management. 

Vista Basics: Introduction to Vista  
Instructor: Howard Verne 

Location: Computer Lab 

Tuesday, June 17, 1PM-4PM 

 

 

 

 

This session is a basic survey of Microsoft’s Vista Operating System and is intended to give 

members who have just purchased a new computer with Vista installed or those who have 

converted from XP to Vista, a way to jump start their knowledge of Microsoft’s newest OS.  

Prerequisite computer skills required to attend this course:  

    Ability to use a mouse to open/close/minimize windows  

    Ability to start a program (such as Internet Explorer)  

    Basic understanding of files and folders 

 

This hands-on class has a limited enrollment of 12 with each participant working at an individual 

computer station. A multi-member team of lead instructor and coaches will provide step-by-step 

instruction that will include demonstrations, guided practice and individual coaching assistance. 

There is no fee for this class. 

Registration: to register, send an email with your first and last name, association number, and the 

words “VISTA BASICS” in the body of your message to hverne@yahoo.com.  If, within 24 

hours, you do not get a reply from Howard, please contact him at 363-5337. 

Handout: Can be found at http://www.scscc.com/smnr/VistaBasic.pdf.  Please print it out and 

bring it to class. 

 

 

mailto:hverne@yahoo.com
http://www.scscc.com/smnr/VistaBasic.pdf
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Introduction to Word Processing 
 Tuesday, June 23 at 1:00 pm, in the Lab 

 Presenter: Marilyn Gramms 

 

Using Microsoft Word, one of the industry's premier word 

processing programs, learn basic concepts applicable to all word 

processing programs and many other computer applications. 

Skills include creating, formatting, and editing a document; using 

cut, copy and paste; and saving a document using the "save" and 

"save as" commands. 

 

 Prerequisites: Must be a Club member who has completed Boot Camp or have comparable 

experience with the Windows operating system. This hands-on class is limited to 12 participants. 

 

 Registration: Although there is no fee for this course, advanced registration is required. To 

register, send an e-mail message to mgramms@cox.net.  In the text area of the message, include 

your first and last name, your Sun City Association number, plus the words "WORD  

PROCESSING.". Registrations will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. All 

registration requests will be acknowledged. 

 

 

Vista Email (aka Windows Mail) 
Instructor: Howard Verne 

Location: Computer Lab 

Wednesday, June 24, at 1PM  

 

This session will be an introduction to Microsoft's Vista Email System for 

new and experienced users. Participants will learn: how to sign up to your 

Cox/Embarq email system; how to send mail with/without attachments; 

how to view/download attachments; how to add addresses to your contact 

list and manage the list; and how to recognize spam and phishing. This 

hands-on class has a limited enrollment of 12 with each participant working at an individual 

computer station. A multi-member team of lead instructor and coaches will provide step-by-step 

instruction that will include demonstrations, guided practice and individual coaching assistance. 

There is no fee for this class. 

Registration: to register, send an email with your first and last name, association number, and the 

words “VISTA EMAIL” in the body of your message to hverne@yahoo.com. If, within 24 

hours, you do not get a reply from Howard, please contact him at 363-5337. 

Handout: Can be found at http://www.scscc.com/smnr/VistaMail.pdf.  Please print it out and 

bring it to class. 

 

 

mailto:mgramms@cox.net
mailto:hverne@yahoo.com
http://www.scscc.com/smnr/VistaMail.pdf
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June 2009 Seminars 

No advanced registration is necessary for any of our seminars unless 

otherwise noted. Seating is on a “first-come, first-seated” basis.  
 

Gmail and Other Google Programs 
Monday, June 15 at 1 PM 

Location: Classroom 

Presenter: Pat LeMay 

Gmail is a free, search-based webmail service that combines the best features of traditional email 

with Google's search technology. Gmail makes locating messages so easy that you'll never need 

to shuffle mail in your inbox again. Besides offering an entirely new way of reading and tracking 

messages, Gmail includes over 5 GB of storage space -- and storage space is increasing daily.  

Email attachments open on their server which makes getting a virus almost impossible.  Don't 

waste time with junk mail and unwanted messages.  Gmail blocks spam before it gets to your 

inbox. If an unwanted message ever finds its way through, you can fight back by reporting it and 

help make their spam filters even better. 

With a Gmail account you have access to numerous other programs such as creating and storing 

documents, spreadsheets and photographs.  The storage of your email, documents, spreadsheets 

and photographs is on their server so you have access to your information from any computer by 

logging in with your user name and password.  If your computer ever crashes, you will never lose 

your information since it is not stored on your hard drive. 

Pat’s presentation notes are available at 

http://scscc.com/smnr/GMAIL_and_Other_Google_Programs.pdf  

 

Managing the Control Panel in Windows XP 
Wednesday, June 17, at 9:00 AM 

Location: Classroom 

Presenter: Sandy Mintz 

Are you a little hesitant about going into the Control Panel to see what’s there? This presentation 

will include visits to many of the control panel functions and will detail how and why you may 

wish to make some modifications to some of your system’s components. 

Handout: Can be found at http://scscc.com/smnr/Control%20Panel%20Jan%202006.PDF. 

http://scscc.com/smnr/GMAIL_and_Other_Google_Programs.pdf
http://scscc.com/smnr/Control%20Panel%20Jan%202006.PDF
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Seminar: Windows Live Essentials 

Overview 
Presenter: Tom Burt 

Location: Computer Lab 

Thursday, June 25, at 9 AM 
 

Windows Live Essentials is a package of handy free Windows programs from Microsoft that 

users can download.  Included are e-mail, messaging, photo gallery, movie maker and others.  

This two-hour seminar will explore how to download and install these programs and then provide 

a brief overview of each.  The Windows Live Essentials programs run on Windows XP, Vista and 

the upcoming Windows 7. 

Seminar: Sharing Your Vacation Photos in 

a Slide Show  
(Windows Movie Maker for Windows XP) 
Thursday, June 25 (Part 1) and Saturday, June 27 (Part 2), at 1:00 PM 

Location: SCSCC Classroom  

Presenter: Edith Einhorn 

 

Description: Windows Movie Maker is available as a free download from Microsoft.  It helps 

you turn your photos and videos into movies and slideshows.  This seminar will show you how to 

use your own photos, add titles and music, and use a variety of video effects and transitions to 

make an interesting slide show.  The seminar will focus on Movie Maker 2 for Windows XP.  

There is a Vista version of Movie Maker that is similar. 
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Q & A June 2009 

By John Polich 

 

 

Q. I am having difficulty adding something to the Send To menu using Vista. I had no 

difficulty with Windows XP. Can you help? 

 

A. The SendTo folder contains shortcuts to areas like Compressed (zipped) Folder, Desktop 

(create shortcut), Documents, Fax Recipient, Mail recipient, etc. It is a very handy tool which I 

use frequently to copy and paste. Adding something to its menu differs slightly from previous 

versions of Windows. First you must open the SendTo folder i.e. open Windows Explorer and 

copy and paste the following into its window 

%APPDATA%\Microsoft\Roaming\Windows\SendTo. (You can also get to the SendTo folder by 

right clicking on the Start orb; clicking on Explore and clicking on SendTo which is a subfolder 

under the Windows folder.) Now you can add an item by dragging its shortcut into the folder.  

 

Q. (Email message) I want to replace my Linksys-G router with a Netgear-N router.  Is there a 

compatibility issue with the wireless card in my laptop computer?  Do I need to change it to get 

the most benefit from the faster router? 

A. The brand name probably doesn’t matter as long as you use a good quality router. The 

standards are important i.e. 802.11 including wireless A, B, G, N. The higher the letter the faster 

the speed, better range and better security. With the Netgear-N router you should have backward 

compatibility to at least G. Check the wireless specs of the laptop, if it is listed as 802.11g that is 

all you get, no faster. Your laptop may not have a separate wireless card. You might have to add 

or change to an N adapter card in the laptop to get the faster speed.  

 

Q. (Email message) Has anyone had problems with updating or using IE 8?  Is it worthwhile? 

 

A. (The questioner is using Vista) I “talked about” Internet Explorer 8 in last month’s column. I 

polled a group at a recent computer club meeting re your question and found that a handful of 

attendees decided to revert back to Internet Explorer 7. I found it to have many worthwhile 

features as detailed at http://www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-

explorer/features/overview.aspx?tabid=1&catid=1. However, I found it to be much slower than 

IE7, Firefox and Chrome so I removed it. I plan to try it again later. It will be part of Microsoft’s 

next operating system i.e. Windows 7. Remember that IE 8 cannot be removed as a program but 

rather as an update. If you decide to remove it using Vista, click Start (Orb); click Control Panel; 

in the Classic view, click Programs and Features; click View installed updates in the left panel; 

find and select Windows Internet Explorer from the list of available updates; click the Uninstall 

button at the top of  the list; reboot.  

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer/features/overview.aspx?tabid=1&catid=1
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer/features/overview.aspx?tabid=1&catid=1


The Gigabyte Gazette 

June 2009 14 SCSCC 

 

 

Q: (Email message) I am always hesitant about opening attachments with email. What kind of 

attachments can contain viruses? 
A: You should remain very hesitant about opening any e-mail attachment. Essentially, any file 

that is executable can contain a virus. A list of these extensions includes exe, com, zip, doc, xls, 

scr, pif, bat, vbs and asp. By default, file extensions are hidden. To be able to view them, open 

Windows Explorer; click on Tools; click on Folder Options; click on the View tab and scroll 

down to the point where you can check the button Show hidden files and folders. However if you 

receive such a file from a reliable source, it probably is perfectly safe. Beware of getting an 

innocent looking extension e.g. .jpg (usually a picture) with an executable file such as .exe. If 

necessary, verify with the sender. 

 

 

Q. (Email message) Can a jump drive be a source of malware? 

A. Using a jump drive can most certainly be a source of malware. It is recommended by many 

that we remove the Autorun feature that has been included with the Windows operating systems 

since 1995. It looks for a file on an inserted CD/DVD or USB jump drive called Autorun.inf. If 

found, it executes any program associated with it. This process works well for trusted software. 

However, it can also execute malware programs e.g. viruses and spyware.  

To simply turn off AutoPlay, apparently is not effective in preventing AutoRun from introducing 

malware into your system. To disable this Autorun feature requires editing the Registry. This is, 

obviously, a dangerous procedure and should not be done by an inexperienced user. Even an 

experienced user must use great care. To get into the Registry in Windows XP, click Start; click 

Run and type Regedit. Click on the File menu; click Export and save (backup) to site to be used if 

necessary.  The path to be followed is: 

HKEY_LOCALMACHINE>SYSTEM>CurrentControlSet>Services>Cdrom. Click Autorun and 

change the value from 1 to 0. Click OK then reboot.  

In Vista, click Start; type Regedit at the Start Search box; follow the same instructions as 

with Windows XP. Then click Start; type Autoplay; click Enter; uncheck the box Use 

AutoPlay for all media and devices. 

 

 
Q. In doing a repair function using the Vista installation disk, is it necessary to use the Key? 

 

A. To simply carry out the repair options, the key is not needed. However if things go wrong and 

you find it necessary to reinstall Vista from scratch, you would need the key. Recently one of the 

Mentors in our computer club installed Windows XP without even being asked for the key. 

Obviously, she was quite surprised. This must be rare. 

 

Q. (Email message) How about an explanation of what Wi-Fi, WiMax, WirelessHD, WHDI 

and now ... WiGig are?  "WiGig will be more than 10 times faster than Wi-Fi." to quote a 

headline on the internet.  Big deal.   What is Wi-Fi?  Is everything going to be wireless? 

A. This is a difficult question to answer succinctly. You can go to the Internet, which I did, to 

come up with detailed answers. They are all acronyms and refer to wireless transmission.  
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Wi-Fi means wireless fidelity and is used on our computers, smartphones, printers, etc.  

WiMAX means Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access. It is a technology that 

provides wireless transmission of data using a variety of transmission modes. 

WirelessHD is an industry-led effort to define a specification for the next generation wireless 

digital network interface for wireless high-definition signal transmission for consumer 

electronics products. The WirelessHD specification is based on the 7GHz of continuous 

bandwidth around the 60GHz radio frequency and allows for uncompressed, digital transmission 

of full HD video and audio and data signals. 

WHDI™ is the new wireless High Definition video standard that will change the way people use 

Audio/Video devices in the home. WHDI's revolutionary video-modem approach enables top-

quality and robust wireless uncompressed HD video delivery throughout the home, allowing 

consumers to connect any source in the home to any display.  

 

WiGig apparently will be ten times faster than Wi-Fi but shorter than Wi-Fi. It is 

advertised to deliver HD video from computers and TV without unsightly wires. The 

range will be shorter  

 

Q. (Email message) I recently had Firefox downloaded on my computer.  Since that time I 

have been unable to watch Utube or other videos sent via e-mail.  I try to download Adobe 

Flash Player and it tells me to turn of Firefox.  It also tells me that my Java must be turned 

off.  I had Java before downloading Firefox, but I do not see it in my Programs list.  What to 

do? 

A. Uninstall Firefox then try Utube again. If this solves the problem then you know that Firefox it 

is the culprit. If it doesn't then re-install Firefox; the problem lies elsewhere. If necessary, you can 

always try another Internet browser, e.g. Internet Explorer, Chrome and Opera. Java is not listed 

among the Programs but rather in the Control Panel. If running, Java shows up in the Notification 

area (far right on the Taskbar) as a coffee cup. You can see which version of Flash Player you 

have at http://kb2.adobe.com/cps/155/tn_15507.html.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_network
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interface
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High-definition_video
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumer_electronics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumer_electronics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_compression
http://kb2.adobe.com/cps/155/tn_15507.html
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Web Surfing 
by Dick Kling  

 

Why Oh Why? 

 
Of all the questions that have ever been posed, none is as potent or dangerous as the 

seemingly innocent query "Why?".  Asking "Why?" has arguably been the greatest 

driving force behind our curiosities, interests, passions, pain, suffering, progress, 

existential crises, discovery, and philosophical ponderings. 

 

The "Tell Me Why Facts Blogspot" is an informative site that provides concise answers 

to pondering questions on a wide range of interesting, random, and eccentric topics. 

 Check out the site to "tap into the collective wisdom of factual knowledge" and answer 

such pressing questions as "Why is the Sky Blue?" and "Why do Stars Twinkle?" 

 

http://www.tellmewhyfacts.blogspot.com/ 

 

 

The Calligraphic World of Mi Fu 
 
One of the great calligraphers in the Chinese Sung Dynasty, Mi Fu was known for his 

unique style of applying large dots of ink with a flat paintbrush.  This online exhibit, 

entitled "The Calligraphic World of MiFu's Art", gives historians, calligraphers, and 

curious visitors insight into the signature visual style of this legendary Chinese artist. 

 

Browse through the beautiful website to learn more about the early life, artistic 

development, struggles, and stunning work of this extraordinary 11th Century artist. 

 Look through examples of MiFu's work, then check out the more biographical sections 

of the site including  "The Itinerant Official" and the wonderfully eccentric "The Mi 

Boat". 
 
http://tech2.npm.gov.tw/mifu/ 

 

http://www.tellmewhyfacts.blogspot.com/
http://tech2.npm.gov.tw/mifu/
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Silent Film 

Long before movies were made in color, before big-budget Hollywood Blockbusters and 

DVDs with extra features were the norm, silent films ruled the "big screen".  Although 

the origins of the movie industry can be found in silent, black-and-white films from the 

early 20th Century, the movie stars and industry hoopla from back then were just as loud 

and colorful as they are today. 

 

Movie buffs will love this interesting website, which pays tribute to the three decades 

known as the "Silent Era" and the international stars that emerged at the time including 

Douglas Fairbanks, Greta Garbo, Buster Keaton, Rudolph Valentino, and Gloria 

Swanson.  In addition to reading about the actors, directors, and movies, visitors will also 

find other cool features like "Lost Films", a list of the "Top 100 Silent Era Films", and an 

international guide to theaters that still show these classic pictures. 

 
http://www.silentera.com/ 

 

 

Adultitis 
 
Ever wondered why kids run around with a glowing smile on their faces and boundless 

energy and enthusiasm, while most "grown-ups" always seem tired and burdened?  The 

reason for this, according to this hilarious website, is that many people over the age of  

twenty-one suffer from "Adultitis", a condition marked by "chronic dullness, mild 

depression, high stress levels, and the inability to smile". 

 

Grumpy grown-ups can learn more about this fictional yet poignant condition at 

Adultits.Org, where they will find extensive info on common symptoms such as fatigue, 

anxiousness, discontentment, and lack of laughter. Luckily the site also has a section 

entitled "The Prescription" where weary, overwhelmed adults can get fun tips on how to 

cure this pestilent "disease" and experience a more vital, carefree, and relaxing adulthood. 
 
http://www.adultitis.org 

 

 

 

http://www.silentera.com/
http://www.adultitis.org/
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Who Is Wrong? 
 
In an ideal world the concept of blame would be obsolete, but in reality most disputes get 

distilled down to the simple question of "right and wrong".  WhoIsWrong.Com is a 

unique website designed to "stop any argument dead in its tracks", drawing upon the 

virtual public to resolve individual disputes by voting to decide upon a "winner" of an 

argument. 

 

The website allows two "quarreling parties" to simply log in, open a case, and present 

their sides of the conflict, which is then open to voting by friends, family, acquaintances, 

and strangers on the Web. 

 

So whether you are in the midst of a heated disagreement or you just want a place to 

voice your opinions about other people's problems, be sure to check out "Who Is Wrong"  

and weigh in on such pressing arguments as "Peyton Manning Vs. Tom Brady", "Beer or 

Chocolate", as well as more serious issues relating to Politics, Religion, and Science. 

 

http://whoiswrong.com 

 

 

 

 

http://whoiswrong.com/
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The Mac Corner 
by Ed Rogers 

To save paper and ink:  When printing from the Web, use the print preview function and 

print only the pages you need.  Also helpful is the free program GreenPrint 

[http://tr.im/lGWK], which automatically removes blank pages before printing and can 

remove banner ads, images, and other elements.  You can either print to your regular 

printer, or save the file as a PDF. 

 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

With thanks to SCSMUG member Ed Hedin, here’s a link to how you can watch 

“YouTube” without all the usual distractions:  http://quietube.com.  

<><><><><><><><><><> 

 

Simple and free alarm clock systems: 

  “Timer Utility” http://tr.im/lHc4 

  “Alarm Clock” http://tr.im/lHcm  

 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

“MainMenu” installs a menu item in the menu bar that gives you swift access to many of 

your Mac’s hidden capabilities, such as running maintenance scripts, rebuilding the 

Spotlight index, and clearing out user and system caches, as well as your browser’s 

cache.  Many of the functions that MainMenu provides access to are run automatically by 

your Mac at predefined intervals, but the ability to run them at will can be a helpful 

troubleshooting aid. 

http://tr.im/lGWK
http://quietube.com/
http://tr.im/lHc4
http://tr.im/lHcm
http://www.santasw.com/
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MainMenu is similar to other applications designed to give you access to hidden Mac 

features, but its use of the menu bar means that these hidden functions are always 

available to you, without the need to launch an infrequently used application. MainMenu 

gets the nod because of its ease to use and convenient user interface. 

MainMenu is donation ware, which means it’s free but you’re encouraged to make a 

donation to the developer if you like the software. You can download MainMenu from 

the Santa Software web site. 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

“PosteRazor” is a free utility that helps you create posters by printing high resolution 

source files onto multiple sheets of paper. You then create the poster by taping the 

multiple sheets together. While the end result clearly won't rival what you get by sending 

such a task to a print shop, it will cost considerably less, making it ideal for things such as 

temporary posters for an office party or maybe for the grandkid's room at home.  

PosteRazor uses a simple five-step process to create a poster: load an image, define the 

paper size and orientation, define the overlap area (the portion of the image that appears 

on multiple sheets, making alignment simpler), define the poster size (in number of 

pages, absolute size, or percentage of original), and save the poster. The end result is a 

PDF that you can then print using your printer. 

PosteRazor is easy to use, making the process of creating a poster as simple as setting a 

few preferences and then clicking a few buttons. If you'd like to know more about 

PosteRazor, go to http://tr.im/lITw. 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

 

http://www.santasw.com/
http://tr.im/lITw
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<><><><><><><><><><> 

 

The Computer Club’s Mac SIG meets the 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month in the 

Classroom at 6:30 PM. 

Come to learn, ask questions, and 

share ideas with fellow Mac users. 
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SCSCC June LAB MONITORS 

  

Taylor, Millie 
Mannlein, Lowana 

June 1 
Mon 

Jarzomb, Leo 
Warhaftig, Ann 

June 3 
Wed 

King, Al 
Pun, Raymond 

June 6 
Sat 

Kelly, William 
Hopkins, Enid 

June 8 
Mon 

Scott, Susie 
Bulach, Edna 

June 10 
Wed 

Helling, Bonnie 
Helling, Dean 

June 13 
Sat 

Ayers, Lois 
Ayers, John 

June 15 
Mon 

Collins, Tamara 
Enlow, Jim 

June 17 
Wed 

Hedin, Mary 
Zuzich, John 

June 20 
Sat 

Gramms, Marilyn 
Smith, Opal 

June 22 
Mon 

Scott, Susie 
Lehr, Charles 

June 24 
Wed 

Pickell, Don 
Southwell, Jeff 

June 27 
Sat 

Wessler, Norm 
Burt, Irene 

June 29 
Mon 

 


