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YOUR SATURDAY BONUS 
Updated: August 28, 2010 

Uninstall a Gadget from Windows Vista or Win7 

The Windows sidebar is a desktop feature that was introduced in Vista and has 

been carried over to Win7. It has programs (called gadgets) that allow you to see 

the weather, check the stock market and see how much strain you're putting on 

your computer‘s RAM and CPU. That's just the beginning, though, because there 

are tons more gadgets you can download online. 

There are so many downloadable gadgets, that before too long your list of gadgets 

might grow beyond manageable, so you may want to uninstall some of those that 

you decided not to use. 

1. Click Start and in the Search Box, type Gadgets. (An alternative in 

Windows 7 is to right-click on the Desktop and then click Gadgets.) 

2. The gadget window will open. 

3. Now, simply right click on the gadget you want to remove from your 

computer and select Uninstall. 

4. You'll get a confirmation window. Just click Uninstall again and the 

process will be complete. 

Now you have room to get even MORE gadgets! While in the Gadgets window, 

simply click on the button Get more gadgets online which is located in the lower 

right corner of the window. 

 

Increase the Thickness of Your Cursor to Make It 

Easier to See 
Is your cursor a little too slender to see without squinting? A Control Panel 

setting will provide the necessary change. 

For Windows XP: 

Take this route: Start>Control Panel>Accessibility Options. Choose the 

Display Tab and then under Cursor Options you can set your width. 

For Windows Vista: 

Take this route: Start>Control Panel>Ease of Access Center>Make the 

Computer Easier to See 



Page 2 of 81 

Towards the bottom you'll see an option to set the thickness of the blinking 

cursor. Set it to the desired width. 

For Windows7: 

Take this route: Start>Control Panel>Ease of Access Center>Optimize Visual 

Display> 

Towards the bottom you'll see an option to set the thickness of the blinking 

cursor. Set it to the desired width. 

Weather Report On Your Desktop 
It's nice to know what each day's weather is going to be like in Sun City. What‘s 

more convenient than to have it on your computer?  

One access point would be THE WEATHER CHANNEL . It offers a free desktop 

weather alert program. This keeps an icon on your desktop with the current 

temperature information displayed at all times. You can pick your city to view 

and the updated info will always be there for you. You can then double click on 

the icon to find out even more about that day's weather. This feature also gives 

you updated information on storms and other bad weather and you can get a 10 

day weather forecast just by clicking on the icon. 

www.weather.com  

A Sleeping Wireless Mouse 
Do you use a wireless mouse? If so, do you have problems with it falling asleep 

on you? Sometimes wireless mice go into a "sleep" mode and you just have to 

give it a quick tug for it to wake up. 

Some wireless mice are programmed to go into the sleep mode after 

approximately eight minutes of non-use. So, if you leave your computer for more 

than eight minutes, you will probably come back to a sleeping mouse. The main 

reason they do this is to save battery life while you're not using it. Some common 

brand names that are known to have mice like this are Memorex and Logitech. 

When you get back to your computer, you may see the mouse pointer on your 

screen, but you'll notice that it doesn't move at first. You either have to jerk it 

awake by moving your mouse back and forth quickly or sometimes, if you just 

give it a quick click, it will turn back to a working condition. 

Make the Maximize Button a Larger Target 
Clicking the tiny Maximize button located in the upper-right corner of any 

window can be a challenge even for people with excellent vision and a steady 

hand in manipulating the mouse.  For a larger target, double-click a window‘s 

http://www.weather.com/
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Title bar instead to maximize a window. Double-click it a second time to restore 

the window to its previous size. 

Save Web Pictures to Your Hard Drive  
To save a picture from a web page to your computer, right -click the image and 

select "Save Picture As..." from the context menu that pops up. The Save As 

dialogue box will appear so that you can assign a location on your hard drive for 

your find. 

If you really like the picture, you can even set it as your wallpaper from that same 

menu by choosing "Set as background". Just make sure the image is big enough. 

If it's too small, you won‘t be satisfied.  

Luggage Tags   
Before setting out on any flight (domestic or international), find out the three-

letter airport code for your final destination.  When an airline agent tags your 

bags, you can glance at the code and be assured that your luggage is going where 

you are.  Some airport codes give a hint to their location: RAP for Rapid City, 

S.D.; LAX for Los Angeles; COL for Columbus, OH; LAS for Las Vegas.  But 

many make no sense: ICT for Wichita; MSY for New Orleans; and CVG for 

Cincinnati.  For a complete list of airport codes (both national and international), 

go to:  www.airportcitycodes.com 

Disable Aero Snap in Windows 7 
In Windows 7, if you drag a window to the top of your screen it'll ―snap‖ into 

place and expand to fill the entire screen. 

What if you don't want it to snap? What if you think it's annoying? 

1. To disable Snap, type Ease of Access into your search box (located directly 

above your open Start button). 

2. In the window that opens, scroll all the way to the bottom and click Make 

it easier to focus on tasks. 

3. Now move down to and select Make it easier to manage windows: 

Prevent windows from being automatically arranged when moved to 

the edge of the screen. 

4. Finally, click OK. 

Your Electronic Devices and Airport Security  
The biggest concern when it comes to traveling with your electronic devices is the 

airport security line. It's always been a fear that when you send your media 

through the X-ray machine, everything you have saved will be erased or 

damaged. For example, if you send your digital camera through, will all of the 

pictures you have saved be ruined? Or, how about your MP3 player or iPod? Will 

http://www.airportcitycodes.com/
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all of your songs be erased with one quick swipe? What about the thumb drive 

that you forgot to take out of your pocket? 

It‘s important to know the difference between an X-ray machine where you 

place all your carryon luggage (including belts and shoes) and a metal detector 

that you have to walk through. 

Airport X-ray machines actually emit an electromagnetic energy, which is not 

magnetic at all. Therefore, they cannot damage or destroy any electrical 

equipment. This goes for laptops, CDs, DVDs, PDAs, memory cards, floppy 

disks, flash drives, external hard drives, MP3 players, iPods, digital cameras, cell 

phones and just about any other type of electronic gear. 

Although it rarely happens, metal detectors can sometimes damage electronic 

devices, so you'll want to make sure you let the security personnel know that 

you're carrying a sensitive device.  

Bottom Line: X-ray machine, Yes. Metal detector, No. 

Flashback to the ‗60s, ‗70s, ‗80s, or ‗90s 
Get ready for a nostalgic trip back in time! This site goes through the events of 

the decade of the ‗60s. Then by clicking on the tabs at the top of the page, you 

can explore three additional decades coming forward. 

 

What kind of information is available? You‘ll recall some stats about the 

economy, entertainment, what was happening in the news, and a whole lot more. 

To navigate through these different sections use the side menu on the left. To 

change year, click the year you want to visit at the top of the page. 

http://tinyurl.com/37ncfk 

When Your Program Application Crashes and Won‘t 

Restart 
If an application crashes once or twice and then won‘t restart, check to make sure 

it‘s not still running. When you can‘t restart an application after it crashes, it‘s 

often because the application is still running (even though it crashed).  

To correct the problem: 

1. Press CTRL-ALT-DELETE to display the Task Manager. 

2. In the Applications Tab, look for the program you‘re trying to start. 

3. If it‘s listed once or more, right-click each listing and choose End Process. 

4. Once you eliminate all of the listings, you should be able to restart the 

application. 

National Cyber Alert System 

The National Cyber Alert System is America's first cohesive national cyber 

security system for identifying, analyzing, and prioritizing emerging 

http://tinyurl.com/37ncfk


Page 5 of 81 

vulnerabilities and threats. Managed by the US-CERT, the system relays 

computer security update and warning information to all users. It provides all 

citizens—from computer security professionals to home computer users with 

basic skills—with free, timely, actionable information to better secure their 

computer systems. The National Cyber Alert System provides valuable cyber 

security information in the form of Technical Cyber Security Alerts, Cyber 

Security Alerts, Cyber Security Tips, and Cyber Security Bulletins. 

This is a site that definitely needs to be included in your list of FAVORITE 

Websites!  http://www.us-cert.gov/  

Don‘t Blindly Click 'Next' When Installing Software 
Ever wonder by what means mysterious new icons appear on your desktop? Why 

unknown toolbars appear in your Web browser? How spyware manages to sneak 

onto your PC? One possibility: You gave them permission. 

In your computing experiences, if you've installed more than a handful of 

programs, you've probably gotten in the habit of automatically clicking every 

'Next' button an installer throws your way. Big mistake. During the setup process, 

some programs ask if you also want to install, say, trial versions of the company's 

other programs, or maybe a new search tool for your browser. If you blindly click 

your way through the setup screens, approving things left and right, you'll miss 

your chance to opt out of these offers--and you'll end up with stuff you probably 

don't want. 

So slow down. Take a few extra seconds to read the fine print, and avoid 

unwelcome surprises. 

Launch Programs from Your Keyboard 
Old habits--like reaching for the mouse every time you want to run a program--

die hard. Here's a little-known but much faster alternative: In Windows 7 (and 

Vista, if you enable the Quick Launch toolbar), you can launch any program that 

you have pinned to the Taskbar by using the Windows key and a number. 

For example, the icon in the taskbar that's closest to the Start button (usually 

Internet Explorer) is linked to '1'. By pressing Windows-1, you can launch that 

program directly from your keyboard. Pressing Windows-2 is like clicking the 

second icon, and so on. This method works for the first nine icons pinned to the 

Windows 7 taskbar (or to the Vista Quick Launch toolbar).  

Still running XP? Try Launchy (http://tinyurl.com/yhzfepw), a terrific keyboard-

powered launcher that lets you open programs, files, and even Web favorites with 

a couple keystrokes. 

If you don‘t want to use Launchy, we will show you how to access a program by 

using a three-finger approach, namely Ctrl + Alt + a key of your choice. 

http://www.us-cert.gov/
http://tinyurl.com/yhzfepw
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How Long Has Your Computer Been On Since the 

Last Reboot? 
If you leave your computer running 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, you might be 

interested in determining the amount of time (uptime) that has accumulated since 

your last reboot. It's easy to find that information in Windows XP, Vista, and 

Windows 7.  

Tracking Uptime in Vista and Windows 7 
1. To find Vista‘s or Win7‘s uptime, right click on your taskbar and select 

Task Manager. 

2. Click on the Performance tab and you'll see the amount of uptime listed 

under the System section. 

Tracking Uptime in XP  
1. To find the uptime in XP, go to Start, 

2. Select Run, type in cmd and then click OK . 

3. That will bring up a command prompt. Type systeminfo and then hit 

Enter. It will take a few minutes for the analysis to complete and get your 

results, but when it's finished, you'll see your uptime listed in days, hours, 

minutes and seconds. (You may have to scroll up to the top of the 

command prompt to find the information.) 

Dead or alive? 
If you have ever wondered if a celebrity is alive or dead, this may be the site to 

have as a favorite. 

You can search by name to find someone. Or, you can browse by category. You'll 

find celebrities' dates of birth. You'll also find their dates of death, if applicable. 

www.wa-wd.com 

Test Your Computer for Threats 
A major challenge with PC security is that you really don‘t know just how secure 

the PC is until it‘s attacked, and by then it might be too late. One means of 

gauging PC security is to use an outside testing service, such as the ShieldsUP! 

service from Gibson Research (www.grc.com). This free online service can test 

your PC for file-sharing, port, messaging, and browser vulnerabilities. The utility 

also provides detailed information about the vulnerabilities. If any vulnerabilities 

are discovered, it‘s usually possible to make configuration changes in your 

security software that will fix the threat, such as closing open ports.  

Go to: http://www.grc.com and click on ShieldsUp. Scroll down the next page 

until you come to the ShieldsUp hyperlink. Next, click on Proceed. Click on File 

Sharing to run one of the tests. Finally, click on Common Ports to run a second 

test. 

http://www.wa-wd.com/
http://www.grc.com/
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Don‘t like the looks of the Vista or Win7 Start 

Menu? Then return to the classic look of XP! 
Classic Shell is a collection of features that were available in older versions of 

Windows but have been removed for some inexplicable reason from Vista and 

Windows 7. This program restores the classic start menu for Vista and Windows 

7  It does not disable the start menu‘s new look in Vista or Windows 7. Anytime 

you want the ―newer look‖, just hold down the SHIFT key when you click on the 

Start Button.   http://tinyurl.com/yezy556 

Windows Explorer Details View 
Most users prefer that the contents pane (right side) of the Windows Explorer 

display files in Details view (select View, Details). The problem is that futzing 

with the width of columns for size, file type, date, etc., takes too long. Don't do it. 

Press <Ctrl> -<plus (+) key on the numeric keypad> to instantly resize all 

columns to the best fit. To resize a single column to its best fit, double-click the 

divider line to the right of the column heading. 

Add Folders to the Word Places Bar 
Whenever you open a file in Word or save a newly created file, you come face-to-

face with the Places Bar: the strip of big icons that runs down the left side of the 

Open and Save As dialog boxes. Unfortunately, the default Places Bar icons that 

ship with Word rarely suffice. Think of how much time you could save if you 

could put your own icons on the Places Bar and drill down to your most-used 

folders quickly. You can, if you know the secret.  

In Word, start by clicking File, Open, right-clicking the Places Bar, and choosing 

Small Icons. That gives you room for ten icons. Then navigate to a folder that you 

want to appear in the Places Bar, and click it. In the upper-right corner of the 

dialog box, select Tools, Add to "My Places". Once the icon is on the Places Bar, 

right-click it and choose Move Up or Move Down to rearrange the list. 

Unfortunately, Word doesn't let you delete the five default icons. 

Translate Text from One Language to Another 
Would you like to translate your email messages or any other text into more than 

one language? By using this Website and copy and paste, you can easily translate 

your text into French, German, Spanish and 42 others one at a time or all at once! 

http://www.nicetranslator.com/ 

Unzipping a Zipped Download 
There are many occasions when a file that you have downloaded to your desktop 

http://tinyurl.com/yezy556
http://www.nicetranslator.com/
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will be zipped (compressed).  This is done in order to make the download go 

faster. But once the folder is downloaded, you will need to unzip it. Follow these 

steps: 

1. To ―unzip‖ the folder, all you have to do is double-click on it. 

2. Once the zipped folder is open, you will see a link to ―extract all files‖ in 

the left column (XP) or above on the toolbar (Vista or Windows 7). 

3. This action will open a wizard to guide you through the extraction process. 

4. A new folder will open and appear on top of the zipped folder and might 

even hide the contents of the zipped folder. 

5. Note that each of the unzipped files is larger than the zipped files. 

6. You can now install the executable file by double-clicking on the 

appropriate file in the unzipped folder. 

7. Once the target program has been installed, you can delete both the zipped 

folder and the unzipped folder and the contents of each from your 

computer. 

SAVE and SAVE AS: What‘s the Difference? 
When you use the SAVE  command, you save your work under it's current file 

name. If you've never saved whatever it is you're working on before, then you'll 

get an opportunity to name it. 

When you use SAVE AS, you get a chance to save what you're working on as a 

new file. 

Here's an example. Let's say you're working on a word processing document. It's 

a new document and you decide to save it. A box comes up that lets you give it a 

name. Now, let's say you add something to it. If you use the Save command 

again, it simply saves it with no questions asked under the existing file name. The 

changes that you have made will ―overwrite‖ the original document. 
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Now you want to make a modification to the file, but you want to keep the 

original version as well. This is where you use SAVE AS. When you use the Save 

As command, it allows you to save your current file as a new file with a new 

name. Now when you go to open your files, you'll find you have both the original 

version and the new SAVE AS version. 

The Save As option will come in handy also when you want to save the file to a 

different location.  

Change the Default Launch Application for a 

File  
When you double-click a data file such as a word processing document, photo, or 

music file, XP, Vista, or Win7 will open it using the default application for that 

file type (for example, in XP the Windows Picture And Fax Viewer for JPEG 

[Joint Photographic Experts Group] files). Default applications can sometimes 

change without your knowledge, especially when you install new software. If you 

ever want to open a file using a program other than the default choice, right-click 

it and select Open With, and you‘ll be presented with a menu of alternate 

programs that can be used with the file. By going an additional step, you will be 

able to make your choice a default. 

When ―No to All‖ is Your Best Choice 
If you have ever tried to move or copy a number of files from one location to 

another, but discovered that some of the files have the same name, you've 

probably come across a message similar to this: 

 

 
 



Page 10 of 81 

Notice how there's an option for ―Yes to All‖, but no button for ―No to All‖? 

What gives? You don‘t want to be sitting there rapidly clicking ―No‖ all night. 

 

Well, the good news is that if you find yourself in this situation, all you need to 

do to get ―No to All‖ is hold the Shift key when you click ―No‖. It's that easy! 

Whatever Happened to Those Old Westerns? 

If you‘re a fan of the old Westerns, you won‘t want to miss this one! 

http://www.oldfortyfives.com/thoseoldwesterns.htm 

 

Place Your Cursor into Your Brower‘s Address 

Field 
To pop your cursor into your browser‘s Address field, press ALT-D.  

The Online Equivalent of Television‘s History 

Channel 
If you enjoy history, then you will want to check out this site. www.history.com.  

Use the Snap To Feature of Your Mouse in XP, 

Vista, and Win7 
You can get your mouse pointer to automatically move to the default button in 

any dialogue box. You just have to enable the "snap to" feature for your mouse. 

To do so, go to Start, Control Panel and click on the Mouse link and then click 

on the Pointer Options tab. The second choice there is Snap To. Checkmark that 

box and click OK . 

Quick Access To A File‘s Properties 
Most of us access a file‘s PROPERTIES by right-clicking and selecting Properties 

from the context menu that appears. An even faster way is to hold down the ALT 

key and double-click the file. 

Access Free Full-Length Movies and Some Old 

TV Favorites 

www.crackle.com 

Convert PDF files to Word 
PDF files are ubiquitous. Manufacturers use the file format to distribute 

instruction manuals. And businesses often use the format for sharing files. 

http://www.oldfortyfives.com/thoseoldwesterns.htm
http://www.history.com/
http://www.crackle.com/
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There are a lot of benefits to using PDFs. But the format also has its drawbacks. 

For example, you need special software to edit the files.  Most people balk at the 

idea of paying $300 for Adobe Acrobat. Fortunately, there's another option. 

Convert a PDF to a Word document for free! Just visit PDF to Word. 

Upload a PDF file using the simple Web tool. Enter your e-mail address and click 

convert. In a matter of minutes, your file will be converted! You can then edit it 

as you would any Word document.  http://www.pdftoword.com/ 

A Spell Checker Program For Outlook Express 
Outlook Express does not have its own spell checking program. It latches on to 

the spelling/grammar program integrated into Microsoft Word or Works. If you 

don‘t have one of those products, then you won‘t have access to an automatic 

spelling program. You can catch those pesky typos and misspellings by accessing 

this free program at:  http://tinyurl.com/ysnvyu. 

Your Mouse Wheel Can Become an Automatic 

Scrolling Tool 
If your mouse has a scroll wheel, you might want to press it while viewing a 

document or Web page. If you press the wheel just right, a double-pointed arrow 

will appear on-screen. The appearance of that icon means that you have enabled 

automatic scrolling. To scroll the text, all you have to do is move your mouse. No 

clicking is required. To return to ―normal‖ mode, press the mouse wheel again (or 

either the left or right mouse button) and the scrolling icon will disappear. This 

doesn‘t work with all mice, but give it a try. 

Resizing the Columns in Windows Explorer 
There are two ways to easily resize the columns in Windows Explorer, aka My 

Computer (XP) or Computer (Vista). 

§ You just grab the little black column separators at the top and drag them to 

the size you need. 

§ If you double-click in the space between columns, the column immediately 

to the left will automatically resize itself so it shows the complete name of 

every item in the column. 

These two tricks work with most programs that use columns, e.g., Excel, 

Outlook, Outlook Express and Windows Mail.  

Define it with Google 
Need a quick word definition? Go to Google and type define: (note the colon) 

followed by the word. So, if you want to know what "gigabyte" means, just type 

in define: gigabyte and hit the Search Button. You'll get a list drawn from several 

sites. 

http://www.pdftoword.com/
http://tinyurl.com/ysnvyu
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Finding a Synonym for a Word in Microsoft 

Word  

When you are composing a document in Microsoft Word, do you ever grope for 

just the right word? You are trying to remember a good synonym for the target 

word, but it‘s just not getting beyond the tip of your tongue. 

You could pull out the old thesaurus and start looking or you could let Word do 

that for you! Highlight the word  you need to replace (if you don't highlight it, 

Word will automatically select the word to the left of the cursor) and hit Shift + 

F7. 

The thesaurus window will open. On the left, the selected word is listed along 

with meanings. On the right, there are suggested synonyms. (Antonyms may also 

be listed and will be noted as such). Find a word that suits your needs, select it 

and click Replace. 

Word: Turn Auto Capitalize Off  
If you have ever made a list of things in Microsoft‘s Word, that shouldn‘t be 

capitalized, it can be very frustrating when the program keeps capitalizing the 

first letter of everything it perceives to be a new sentence. 

To turn off the capitalization feature, simply go to the Tools menu and select the 

AutoCorrect  tab. Then uncheck the option Capitalize first letter of sentences 

and click OK . 

Stop The Microsoft Indexing Service 
Indexing Service is a base service for Microsoft Windows that extracts content 

from files and constructs an indexed catalog to facilitate efficient and rapid 

searching. 

Indexing Service then merges the extracted information into catalogs of indexes 

for efficient searches. Indexing is the overall process of filtering, creating index 

entries, and merging them into catalogs. 

The final step in the indexing process is creation of a catalog that contains a 

master index storing words and their locations within a set of indexed documents. 

Subsequently, searching, or querying, the catalogs for particular word 

combinations uses the master index as well as word lists to execute queries 

quickly and efficiently. 

If you are not indexing anything (and most of us don‘t), there's no need for the 

Indexing Service to run. What you gain by having the service turned on in 

running a ―search‖ on an infrequent basis, you lose over the long haul because of 

the slow down needed for indexing. 

To disable the Indexing Service: 
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1. Click on Start> Run > type Services.msc.  

2. Click on the Standard tab  

3. Double-click on Indexing Service. 

4. Note that in the properties, it's described as CiSvc. 

5. Change the Startup type to Disabled. 

6. Click on Apply . 

7. Click on Stop (if available). 

8. Click OK and close all open windows. 

Unzipping a Zipped Download 
There are many occasions when a file that you have downloaded to your desktop 

will be zipped (compressed).  This is done in order to make the download go 

faster. But once the folder is downloaded, you will need to unzip it. Follow these 

steps: 

1. To ―unzip‖ the folder, all you have to do is double-click on it. 

2. Once the zipped folder is open, you will see a link to ―extract all files‖ in 

the left column (XP) or above on the toolbar (Vista). 

3. This action will open a wizard to guide you through the extraction process. 

4. A new folder will open and appear on top of the zipped folder and might 

even hide the contents of the zipped folder. 

5. Note that each of the unzipped files is larger than the zipped files. 

6. You can now install the executable file by double-clicking on the 

appropriate file in the unzipped folder. 

7. Once the target program has been installed, you can delete both the zipped 

folder and the unzipped folder and the contents of each from your 

computer. 

Win7Zilla  
If you think you might install Windows 7 on a computer in the future, you may 

wish to download and install Win7Zilla. The program will let you change an 

astonishing number of Windows 7 features. This program is free until Windows 

7's release, which is scheduled for October 22, 2009. When Windows 7 is 

released, Win7Zilla will cost $16 after a 15-day free trial.  

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file/fid,80885/description.html?tk=nl_ddx_h

_dlfeat 

Make the Quicklaunch Bar Easier to Read 
Modern screen resolutions make all of our desktop icons a bit smaller than they 

used to be and less comfortable for us to see. This is especially true of the 

Quicklaunch toolbar, which has always had icons that are smaller than the rest. 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file/fid,80885/description.html?tk=nl_ddx_h_dlfeat
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file/fid,80885/description.html?tk=nl_ddx_h_dlfeat
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To make icons in your Quicklaunch bar bigger, right-click a blank area on the 

Quick Launch part of the Taskbar and select View, Large Icons. That'll turn your 

small icons into ones that you can see. 

When Your Printer Spews Out Blank Pages at 

the End of a Document  
If your printer spews out an extra page at the end of a print job, it is probably 

because you have entered several blank lines at the end of the document that have 

carried over to an additional page.  The printer doesn‘t care whether or not the 

page has printed images on it.  If this happens to you, place your cursor at the end 

of the final sentence in the document and strike the Delete key until you see the 

blank page disappear. A good way to check all your keystrokes (including spaces 

and Enter keys) is to have your ―invisibles‖ turned on. Find this icon (П) on your 

word processor‘s toolbar and select it. 

If all your files add a blank page to the printed outcome, then you will need to 

reduce the number of pages in the Separator Page box to zero.  To reset your 

Separator Page, follow these steps: 

1. Select Start. 

2. Click on Printers And Faxes. 

3. Right-click on your printer icon. 

4. Click Properties. 

5. Click on the Advanced tab. 

6. Click the Separator Page button. If there is a number in the Separator Page 

box, clear it and click OK. 

Reload Slow Internet Pages 
If your browser seems to be loading a page very slowly, you may benefit from 

stopping the current load and beginning again. To do this press ESC to stop the 

load and choose the F5 key to begin again. 

Display the BCC Field in Outlook Express 
If you use Outlook Express and want to hide multiple recipients of an email (you 

should), you know that you have to place those addresses in the Bcc field. By 

default, however, Outlook Express only displays the To and Cc fields. To display 

the Bcc field when composing a message, click View, All Headers. 

When you send a message containing Bcc recipients, the copy in your Sent Items 

folder will not display them. If you need to check your Bcc recipients at a later 

time, with the message open, click File, Properties, and then the Details tab. That 

will display the raw source data for the message, including your Bcc recipients. 

http://www.worldstart.com/tips/computer-terms/termtaskbar.htm
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Increase The Print And Picture Size On Most 

Web Pages 
When you find yourself on a Web site where the typeface is too small to read 

comfortably, you can alter your browser‘s type setting to increase the type size 

and picture size. This strategy doesn‘t work on all pages, but it will with most. 

1. Left-click anywhere on the Webpage. 

2. Hold down on the Control key. 

3. Move the wheel on your mouse either forward or backward to modify the 

size of the print and pictures on the page. 

Get a bigger view of a Web page  
You will find that the less space your browser buttons take up, the more visible 

screen you have for surfing. The F11 key (located on the top row of your 

keyboard) will toggle to a full-screen view. When you need to access your 

browser‘s menu bar or tool bar, simply press the F11 key again. 

Use Print Preview to see what a printed Web page will look like 

Internet Explorer includes a Print Preview feature. Because a Web page doesn‘t 

have a fixed length, it can occupy many printed pages. Print Preview lets you see 

exactly what a printed Web page will look like. Select Print Preview from the 

File menu. You can then use the scrollbar to view the entire page, the Back and 

Forward arrows to view each page, or the down arrow next to the percentage field 

to scale the page view to a different size. Click Print  to select a page range for 

printing or Close to return to the normal view. 

Place A System Restore Shortcut Icon On Your 

Desktop 
Before you begin troubleshooting a problem or installing new software, it‘s 

always a good idea to set a restore point using Windows‘ System Restore. You 

will  find that it‘s handy to create a shortcut to System Restore on your Desktop 

because it helps you remember to run it before you make any changes to your 

computer. 

To add System Restore to your Desktop, click the Start button, choose All 

Programs, select Accessories, select System Tools, and right-click System 

Restore. Now select Send To and Desktop (Create Shortcut). Now you can run 

System Restore from your Desktop. 

Add a Web Page Address Bar to Your Taskbar 
If you work connected to the Internet, the Address bar gives you the convenience 

of your browser being available without you having to surrender valuable system 

resources, which it uses. To add the Address bar in Windows XP: 
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1. Right-click on your taskbar and move the pointer up to Toolbars 

2. Left click on Address. 

3. Insert any URL onto this toolbar, and your browser will open, displaying 

the selected page. 

If You Click on the Wrong Link  
When you realize you‘ve made a mistake by clicking on a wrong link, and you 

want to stop the page from loading, press ESC on the keyboard. Then click the 

Back arrow on the browser toolbar to return to the original page.  

Beware of Rogue Anti-Malware Software! 
One increasing trend is malware programmers creating authentic-looking Web 

sites that offer free anti-malware software that actually is a Trojan horse designed 

to install malware on your computer. According to the Anti-Phishing Working 

Group‘s 2008 Phishing Activity Trends Report (the most recent one), these rogue 

anti-malware programs ballooned in number to 9,287 by December 2008. Your 

best defense is to scan all downloads with antivirus and anti-malware software 

and never download anything linked in an email or that comes from a site you 

don‘t trust. Another good approach: check out the program offer at C/Net‘s 

downloads.com. All their programs have been vetted by software professionals. 

Correcting a Runtime Error in Internet 

Explorer  
There are many things that can cause runtime errors in Windows. However, when 

you see a runtime error as you try to launch your Internet Explorer, the problem is 

often an error caused by the corruption of the Google Toolbar. You may 

encounter the runtime error even if you have been using Google Toolbar for a 

long time without incident. 

It is easy to uninstall Google Toolbar, so this is the best way to start your 

troubleshooting. Click Start and Control Panel. Double-click Add or Remove 

Programs. Locate Google Toolbar in the list of installed applications and uninstall 

it.  

After you uninstall Google Toolbar, restart your computer. Then try to launch IE. 

If it works without displaying the runtime error, you can then go to Google‘s site 

(http://toolbar.google.com/T4/index_pack.html?rd=f) to download and reinstall 

the latest version of Google Toolbar. 

There are other IE plug-ins and extensions that can cause runtime errors, but 

Google Toolbar is in such widespread use that it is often the culprit. If, however, 

the problem persists after uninstalling Google Toolbar, you can disable Browser 

Helper Objects which will disable other IE plug-ins and extensions and eliminate 

http://toolbar.google.com/T4/index_pack.html?rd=f
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the error message. Click the Start menu and Control Panel. Double-click Internet 

Options. Click the Advanced tab and deselect the Enable Third-Party Browser 

Extensions checkbox. Restart your computer. 

Duplicates of Incoming Email Messages: 

An Explanation 
Receiving duplicate copies of incoming email messages is a common problem 

and it has happened to all of us at one time or another. We all receive duplicate e-

mails every once in awhile. What might be causing this?  

If you are getting duplicate copies of any newsletters or other mailing list 

subscriptions that you are signed up for, you may be registered for it more than 

once. If so, contact the provider and ask them to check your account. If you are in 

their database twice, they can delete one entry and you'll go back to getting those 

e-mails only once.  

What about regular e-mails that come from your friends and family? The problem 

could lie within the network server of the e-mail sender. Chances are the sender is 

having some technical difficulties with his/her server and it is causing trouble 

within the delivery path. There may be a connection problem or if one of the 

computers along the path is really slow, it could cause system problems as well.  

When this happens, most e-mail delivery clients will send the message again if 

they're unsure as to whether or not the first attempt went through. In most cases, 

the problems get worked out and the message usually gets sent correctly, but that 

second attempt is still made. The second attempt then makes another copy of the 

same e-mail and sends it out again. Therefore, you receive multiple copies of the 

same exact e-mail.  

In the way of an explanation, when an e-mail is sent out, it goes through several 

computers before it lands at its final destination (your Inbox). Because of this, the 

network or server problem could lie within any of those computers. It's hard to 

tell which one will cause a problem beforehand, so when an e-mail delivery 

protocol is unsure of a successful delivery, it goes ahead and sends the same e-

mail out again. The email service always wants to make sure you get your e-mail, 

so it will do whatever it deems necessary to get the job done. It may be annoying 

to get more than one of the same e-mail, but it‘s better than not getting it at all. 

When Your Paper Wrinkles While Printing  
If you paper tends to wrinkle while printing, the probable cause is that your inkjet 

printer is flooding the paper with ink. There are a couple things that you can do to 

eliminate this problem. 

First, you should avoid plain xerography-grade paper and use coated inkjet 

paper instead. The coating helps dry the ink and keeps it on the page surface 
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instead of letting the ink permeate the paper fibers. Coated papers will also make 

the image appear a little brighter.  

In addition, you can set your printer options to use less ink. In some cases, this 

may simply be a matter of selecting the printer‘s economy (sometimes called 

draft) mode in the printer Properties dialog box. (The name of this setting and 

where to find it will vary among printer types.) However, many modern inkjet 

printers provide a more detailed set of printer preferences that can actually adjust 

the ink appropriately based on the paper type. If your printer includes this 

capability, be sure to tell the printer what type of paper you are using. Always 

refer to the instructions that accompany your inkjet printer to learn about specific 

image quality options. 

Another possible cause for wrinkled paper may be traced back to the rollers that 

feed the paper through the printer.  It is possible that these rollers may become 

coated with ink, thus creating an uneven slick surface.  A gentle cleaning of the 

rollers using a damp soft cloth just might fix the problem. 

A bonus hint: If you are using heavy card stock paper (110 pound) or photo 

paper, most printers work best if you feed the paper one sheet at a time. 

Creating Portable Document Format (PDF) Files 
PDF Creator is a free printer driver that lets you create PDF files from within 

most Windows applications. Once PDF Creator is installed, you can use it to 

convert a document or data file to a portable document format file. If you are 

working in Microsoft Word, for example, you select Print and then choose PDF 

Creator as your printer. The driver offers a wide range of options for controlling 

the output, and it even creates password-protected PDF files, so you can limit 

users' ability to print, copy, or modify the documents. http://tinyurl.com/2s8g8s 

Bing – A New Kind Of Search Engine  

Bing is a new search engine from Microsoft. It's a lot like other search engines in 

that it allows you to use keywords to search for web content and it allows you to 

search for content based on category searches. But Bing does have some unique 

features that make it worth your while. 

First of all it is being promoted as a "decision-engine" as opposed to a "search 

engine." This is because its features give you more information about your search 

results than Google or Yahoo! For example, if you place your mouse over one of 

your search results, then slide over to the little orange circle, an expanded 

description of the website will appear. That little orange circle provides you with 

a useful way to preview a link before you leap. 

www.bing.com 

http://tinyurl.com/2s8g8s
http://www.bing.com/
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A Tool That Indexes Your Start Menu 
Launchy is a little tool that indexes your Start menu and lets you launch different 

applications, files, bookmarks and directories with just a few keystrokes. It helps 

make all of your regular launch tasks faster and easier.  

It‘s a very small download that takes no time at all to install and launch. Launchy 

works in the background, meaning you won‘t see it around your screen or on the 

taskbar. Instead, every time you want to use it to launch a file or an application, 

you will need to invoke it by simultaneously pressing the Alt + Space. To make it 

disappear, you can simply hit Escape. 

After you press the Alt + Spacebar keys, the little Launchy window should 

appear. Start typing the name of the application, file or folder you want to launch. 

To launch it, you just need to press Enter. If the text you have entered doesn‘t 

bring up the result you were expecting, wait for a few seconds and a list will drop 

down allowing you to choose from other options. 

The beauty of Launchy is that the more you use it, the better it functions. Every 

time you use the drop down menu to select an alternate option, it will associate 

that option with the set of words that you typed in. For instance, say you typed in 

―word‖ with an intention to run Microsoft Word. However, Launchy always 

brings up WordPad as the default option, so what do you do? Well, after the first 

couple of times that you type in ―word‖ and scroll down the list to select MS 

Word, Launchy will automatically associate the tag ―word‖ with MS Word. This 

means that it would be listed as the first option. Launchy learns the way you 

function as you keep working with it. The more you use it, the more intuitive it 

becomes. 

Launchy only indexes items in your Start menu, which means that anything that 

isn‘t present in your Start menu would simply not show up when you search for it 

with Launchy. There are a few things you can do to fix this. First, you can add 

other folders outside of the Start menu to the Launchy index or you can simply 

create a new folder under All  Programs in the Start menu folder. This will 

contain the shortcuts to the folders you want to index. This is something that is 

very important if you want all your files and folders to show up. If you are happy 

launching only the applications you have listed in your Start menu, then the 

default Launchy index should work just fine for you. 

Launchy is extremely helpful if you have dozens of applications sitting in your 

Start menu and you don‘t want to scroll through the long menu before being able 

to find something. The only problem you may have in using it is that since it is 

running in the background and is invisible, you may forget that it is installed. The 

chances are that once you get into the habit of launching all your programs 

through Launchy, you will save yourself considerable time.  
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http://tinyurl.com/c5fvxz 

Sacrifice Hibernation and Save a Huge Chuck of Disk 

Space 
When you use the Windows' hibernation feature to start your computer faster 

from a power saver mode, the operating system transfers everything that‘s in 

RAM to a single hidden file named 'hiberfil.sys' on your hard disk. The file is 

roughly the same size as your total RAM capacity--for example, 2 GB for a 

machine with 2 GB of RAM. If you don't use the hibernation feature (or don't find 

it terribly useful), you can save a huge chunk of disk space by turning the feature 

off, and thereby deleting the hiberfil.sys file. Please note, however, that not all 

computers support hibernation. 

1. Click Start. 

2. Select Control Panel, then Power Options. 

3. Click on the Hibernate tab. 

4. Uncheck the Enable Hibernation box. 

5. Close all open dialogue boxes. 

Dial a Human 
This Web site has compiled a list of company phone numbers and what you have 

to do to get a real human being to answer the phone. For example, first on the list 

is AAA. It gives you the real phone number and then tells you to press 0 after the 

introduction and select emergency road service. That will get you a human being 

to talk to, instead of a machine with programmed options. 

There are several ways you can view the company listings. You‘ll find a menu on 

the left side of the page with these options: By Category List and By Alphabet. 

On the side menu, you‘ll also find: 

Send a New Number – This opens an e-mail window. Provide the number, the 

name of the company and what you did to get a human there and then send it off! 

Report a Bad Number – This also opens a new e-mail window. Simply send in 

your report of a phone number that doesn‘t work. 

Report a Bad Link – This is the same as the phone number report, except it's for 

broken links on the Web site. 

http://www.dialahuman.com/ 

The Complete Archival Copies of Popular Science, 

from the First Volume (May 1872) to the Present 
Popular Science is an American monthly magazine founded in 1872. It has been 

carrying articles for the general reader on science and technology subjects ever 

since. Popular Science has won over 58 awards, including the ASME awards for 

its journalistic excellence in both 2003 (for General Excellence) and 2004 (for 

http://tinyurl.com/c5fvxz
http://www.dialahuman.com/
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Best Magazine Section). PopSci has been translated into over 30 languages and 

goes out to at least 45 countries. The complete archival copies of Popular Science, 

from May 1872 to the Present are available at:  

http://tinyurl.com/qav24f 

Check Folder Sizes at a Glance 
When you view Windows Explorer in Details view, the Size column shows the 

space consumed by individual files but provides no information on the size of 

folders. Here‘s the secret: If you hold your pointer (cursor) on top of the folder 

the total size of that folder‘s contents will appear.  

AVG LinkScanner Helps Avoid "Poison" Web Sites 
One of the greatest threats to your PC is so-called poisoned Web pages, which 

contain malicious downloads, or that may do damage to your PC all by 

themselves. Anti-spyware and anti-virus software may not protect you against 

these pages. If you're looking for an extra layer of protection against them, the 

free AVG LinkScanner  is a good bet. Recommended by PC World. Added to 

their Website on May 15, 2009. 

http://tinyurl.com/p3c682 

Turn Your Favorite Photo Into A Desktop 

Background Image 
1. Browse to the photo on your hard drive that you want to use as your 

Desktop background. 

2. Right-click on the target photo. 

3. Click on Set as Desktop Background. 

4. Close all windows to return to the desktop. 

5. Your chosen picture is now on the Desktop. It will remain there until you 

decide to change it for another. 

Start An Application From The Keyboard  

If you want to start an application via the keyboard, rather than with the mouse, 

simply assign a keyboard shortcut to the application. This can be accomplished by 

following these steps: 

1. On the Desktop, Taskbar, or Start menu, find the icon used to start the 

application. 

2. Right-click the icon. 

3. Choose Properties. 

4. Click the Shortcut tab. 

5. Place your cursor in the Shortcut Key box. 

http://tinyurl.com/qav24f
http://tinyurl.com/p3c682
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6. Press the keystroke combination you want to use to start the program—a 

letter, number, or symbol plus any two of the CTRL, ALT, or SHIFT keys. 

(Try not to choose a commonly used shortcut from one of your most-used 

applications; the Windows shortcut will not work when that application is 

active.) 

7. Click OK. 

Is Your Name Displayed in the Emails You Send 

Out? 
If the email messages that you send out display something other than your name, 

it can be quite confusing to the recipient.  If they don‘t realize that the message is 

coming from you, it‘s just possible that they may think it is spam and 

immediately delete it without reading it. 

Fortunately, there is an easy way to correct this issue, especially if you are using 

Outlook Express. 

Here's how to do it with Outlook Express:  

1. Click the Tools menu, Accounts...  

2. Click (select) the account name you want to modify, then click the Properties 

button.  

3. On the General Tab, you'll see a "Name" field. Type in your name changes and 

hit OK. It‘s always appropriate to place both your first and last name in the Name 

field. 

Controlling the List of Frequently Used 

Programs on the Start Menu 
Frequently Used Programs (Vista) / Most Used Programs (XP and earlier): 

Immediately below the list of pinned items on your Start Menu and separated by a 

thin horizontal line is a list of programs that you use frequently.  You do not 

control this list; they are placed there by the operating system (both in Vista and 

XP).  They can be removed, however, by following these steps: 

1. Right-click on the Taskbar [the dark bar (Vista = gray; XP = blue) at the 

bottom of the Desktop). 

2. Left-click on Properties. 

3. Click on the Start Menu tab. 

4. Click on the Customize button. 

5. In the box called Programs, reset the Number of Programs on Start 

Menu to zero (0). 

6. Click on the Clear List button  (XP only). 

7. Click OK, than OK again. 
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Delete the Logon Password in Vista 
If you'd like to bypass the Windows Vista logon process and remove your 

password, just follow these steps: 

1. Go to Start, Control Panel. 

2. Click on the User Accounts and Family Safety link. 

3. Next, click on the User Accounts link. 

4. Under the "Make changes to your user account" section, click on 

the Remove Your Password link for your account. 

5. On the next screen that comes up, enter in your current password. 

6. Click on the Remove Password button to confirm everything. 

7. Close out of all the open windows and restart your computer. That 

will allow you to test the system to make sure your password really 

was removed. 

From now on, when you start up your Vista computer, you will be taken to your 

desktop automatically and you will no longer have to worry about a password.  

What If Your Computer Locks Up? 
What do you do if your computer ―locks up‖ and you cannot turn it off (shut 

down) in the recommended manner? 

1) If the current program in which you are working is the cause of the 

problem, try holding down on the Ctrl  key and the Alt  while tapping the 

Delete key. This action will take you to the Windows Task Manager 

where you can select (under the Applications tab) the program that is 

probably causing the problem and close it by clicking on End Task. 

2) Try pressing the WINDOWS  key (located adjacent to the Alt  key on either 

side of the space bar). Then press ―u‖, followed by ―r‖ for restart or ―u‖ 

for Turn Off. 

3) If both your keyboard and mouse are locked, these options will not work. 

Turn your computer off at the on/off power switch on the tower, wait 15 

seconds, and turn it back on.  (You may have to depress the on/off switch 

for several seconds in order for the computer to shut down. The worst that 

can happen is that you will lose the data you were working on when the 

lock up occurred.) 

Check Your CPU Usage Periodically 
Most of us don't consistently monitor our CPU (central processing unit) usage. 

But it is a good idea to keep an eye on it every once in awhile. CPU usage is the 

percentage of your computer system that's being used at any given moment. 

If you use several programs on your computer at once, your usage will be higher 

than when you're not doing anything. Either way though, there's usually some part 
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of your system that's processing information. Even when you're not using any 

programs, there will still be a small percentage used due to the antivirus, firewall, 

anti-spyware, etc. programs you have running in the background.  

To see how much of your CPU is being used at any given time, you need to open 

the Task Manager. The easiest way to do that is to press the Ctrl + Alt + Del  

keys (all at the same time). Another approach is to right-click on the Taskbar and 

then select Task Manager from the context menu that pops up.  

The percentage of CPU usage is under the Processes tab and is located at the 

bottom, labeled CPU Usage. You will see it fluctuate back and forth. 

Incidentally, if you click on the CPU column, the processes will be listed from 

highest current usage to lowest current usage.  

BullGuard Spamfilter  
Spam composes some 80% of all email messages sent these days, and most of us 

have one or more spam filters working at the ISP (Internet service provider) and 

PC level. If you‘re not getting enough help, consider BullGuard Spamfilter. It 

installs as an add-in module to Microsoft Outlook Express, Windows Mail, or 

Mozilla Thunderbird. 

After a quick install, open your email client, and BullGuard will prompt you for a 

training session, during which it will create your Whitelist (always allow) and ask 

you to identify folders with only good or bad mail. This process runs faster than 

similarly styled programs that are on the market, so forge ahead if you are sure 

you have good-only and bad-only email folders to offer. If not, skip it and run the 

Wizard option once you clean up your folders. 

Once training is complete, BullGuard uses a combination of word analysis and 

self-education, based on your messages and feedback, plus input from other 

BullGuard users, to control spam. It also lets you create a Blacklist (always block) 

and tweak your Whitelist if desired. Is BullGuard the most powerful spam fighter 

available anywhere? It‘s hard to say, but it does a good job and is user friendly. 

http://tinyurl.com/df76tb 

Change VISTA Settings With a Third Party Tweaker 
Microsoft never got around to doing a Vista version of the popular TweakUI 

utility, which lets users modify various aspects of XP's interface and operation. 

Fortunately, there's a third-party alternative: Ultimate Windows Tweaker, which 

the developers bill as "Tweak UI for Vista." 

The newest version of Ultimate Windows Tweaker (February 2009) gives you 

control over more than 150 Vista settings, all of them conveniently grouped into 

seven categories (Personalization, Security, Internet Explorer, and so on). 

Thankfully, you can get a description of any given setting just by mousing over it. 

http://tinyurl.com/df76tb


Page 25 of 81 

You can also create a system-restore point just by clicking a button in the UWT 

window--handy just in case a tweak goes awry. Or click Restore Defaults to set 

everything back the way it was. 

Among the favorite tweaks is "Restore folder Windows at startup" in the 

Personalization section. If you shut down or reboot with folders still open, those 

folders will re-open when Windows restarts. There are countless others, like the 

option to restore the Run command to the Start menu. UWT is definitely a must-

have for anyone who likes to dive deep into Windows' guts without messing 

around in the Registry). It's free. 

http://tinyurl.com/5pncgq 

Do You Select ―Apply‖ or ―OK‖? 
Hitting OK will apply the changes that you want made, so you don't need to hit 

"Apply" first. 

 
Where Apply comes in handy is when you are making a change to your desktop 

(theme, color scheme) or Display Properties (screen resolution, color quality) and 

you want to check the result without exiting out of the dialogue box.  

Another time when you could use Apply is if you want to make multiple changes 

in a particular area but want to test the affect of each before proceeding. 

Selecting OK will close the dialogue box that you are working in. 

Some people just feel more secure hitting Apply before OK. If that is what you 

are used to, then click away. No harm done! 

Using the Print Screen Key 
One of the most common questions asked by Windows users is, ―How do I take a 

picture of my screen (screen shot)?‖ 

1. Press the PRINT SCREEN key on your keyboard to send an image of your 

current full screen to the Clipboard. (If you want to capture an image of 

just the active window, press ALT together with PRINT SCREEN.) 

2. To view the image, open Microsoft Wordpad by clicking Start, All 

Programs, Accessories, and then Wordpad.. Note: You can also save the 

screen shot to a Paint file or a Word or Works document. 

3. In Wordpad, click Edit and then click Paste. You can then save the screen 

4. shot as a rich text format (RTF) file. 

When Your Computer Freezes 
If your computer freezes, is there something you can do besides pressing the 

power button to shut it down to get it working again? Sometimes Windows will 

become conflicted with itself and there will be no other option except to cut its 

http://tinyurl.com/5pncgq
http://www.worldstart.com/tips/computer-terms/termdesktop.htm
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power and and restart from the beginning (you should wait at least 10 seconds 

before re-booting). 

But before you do, press the Ctrl+Alt+Del buttons at the same time (hold down 

Ctrl , then Alt , then Del ). If you use the Ctrl+Alt+Del key combination, you'll 

find that a box will appear that allows you to choose the offending program from 

a list and force it to shut down. In fact, it may even have the words "not 

responding" next to it on this list. Just click the "End Task" button to shut the 

individual program down. If you get another box a few seconds later asking you 

to wait or "End Task," choose to End task.  

If you notice that your computer takes about the same amount of time to freeze 

each time you use it, you may have a problem with overheating. Make sure the 

computer has plenty of room to breathe—several inches all the way around is the 

minimum. If you're blocking vents, you're asking for trouble. Also, make sure all 

your fans are working. Fortunately, these are the least expensive components to 

replace if they are defective. 

If your laptop is overheating, consider the purchase of a cooling pad.  These are 

relatively inexpensive and are meant to dissipate the heat away from the bottom 

of the laptop case. 

Deleting Duplicate Files 
Whether you work with a lot of documents or frequently download files from the 

Internet, sooner or later you'll end up saving identical copies of files in two or 

more places on your hard drive, eating up space that could store other data. 

Duplicate-file deleters scan the hard drive for these files and present a list that lets 

you decide whether you want to delete any unintentional twins. The most basic 

duplicate-file deleters simply look for files that have exactly the same name, 

while the best products check names but also compare the data in each and every 

file to see if any contain identical information, regardless of whether they share 

the same name.  

DoubleKiller (free; www.bigbangenterprises.de/en/doublekiller) is one of the 

―best‖ free products with regard to checking and comparing more than just the 

data files names. 

Zero-Attack Days 
A PC is most vulnerable to attacks launched before the software maker has 

devised and released the necessary fix. 

For a number of years, Microsoft has scheduled the release of most of its security 

patches for the first Tuesday of each month. But in the final quarter of 2008, two 

security patches for Internet Explorer--known as MS08-067 and MS08-078--were 

so urgent that the company released them immediately, without waiting until the 

next "patch Tuesday" Rolled around. Such off-schedule releases are known as 

http://www.bigbangenterprises.de/en/doublekiller
http://www.microsoft.com/technet/security/Bulletin/MS08-067.mspx
http://www.microsoft.com/technet/security/bulletin/ms08-078.mspx
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"out-of-band" patches. The release date for each was rushed forward when 

experts detected attacks in the wild that exploited vulnerabilities corrected by the 

patches. 

Microsoft's need to release an occasional out-of-band patch is perhaps inevitable, 

and the company delivered the two IE patches with commendable speed. But the 

occurrence of two high-profile, out-of-band releases within two months might 

signal a worrisome trend. 

Obviously, Windows' Automatic Updates will eventually install the patches you 

need. But the Automatic Updates tend to roll out slowly, leaving your PC 

vulnerable during the critical time between the public release of the patch and the 

moment when you install it. 

There is no technical fix for this danger. You just have to keep up on the latest 

security news and visit www.update.microsoft.com  as soon as you hear about 

any out-of-band patches, rather than waiting for Automatic Updates to kick in.  

When You Can‘t Find Your Mouse Pointer 
When you need to click on something, but you can't find your mouse, it can be a 

major frustration. Despite moving that little critter all over your desk, your eye 

just can't seem to locate the pointer. 

Here's a quick solution for you in both Windows XP and Vista. 

Click on Start, select Control Panel, click on Printers and Other Hardware, 

and choose Mouse. In the resulting window, click on the Pointer Options tab.  

In the Visibility section, check Show location of pointer when I press the 

CTRL key . Finally, click OK and close any Windows.  

From now on, when you press the CTRL key, a bullseye target to appear around 

the mouse cursor, even if it is hidden off the screen. 

Use A Universal Format For Your Documents 
If you are unsure that the recipient of your document (sent by email) is using the 

same word processing software that you are, the best way to be sure that he can 

open it is to use Rich Text Format (or RTF), which is a universal file format. You 

will find it in the drop down list under ―File type‖ when you give your file a 

name.  

Portable Applications for Flash Drives 
This site has dozens of absolutely free applications that are designed specifically 

to be installed on a flash drive. From there they can be used on any computer you 

plug it into. 

The Web site offers a bundle of programs called a suite, which includes a word 

processor, an e-mail program, a password utility, a calendar and even a Sudoku 

game.  You can take your flash drive to any computer, plug it in and instantly 

have your documents and e-mails, just like it's your own computer. 

http://www.update.microsoft.com/
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If you don't want all of the programs, you can install them individually. 

Make sure you have your flash drive plugged in when you download the apps. 

After you start the installer, it will ask you where you want to install them. To do 

it correctly, choose the drive letter of your flash drive and then continue on with 

the installation. Once they are installed on your flash drive, you will be able to 

access them just like you would if they were on your hard drive. 

http://portableapps.com/apps  

A Smart Defrag 
Have you ever tried to do a defrag using the Windows defrag utility? (Start >> 

All Programs >> Accessories >> System Tools >> Disk Defragmenter) It does its 

job, but it takes a really long time. There is a better solution! This week's bonus 

will take you to a free download called Smart Defrag. It has many more options 

than the Windows utility. 

Obviously, it has a standard defrag utility, but so much more too! The most 

amazing feature has the same name as the program, Smart Defrag. When your 

system is idle, it will automatically start defragging your computer. When you 

start using your PC again, it stops. It then waits for you to finish and starts up 

again where it left off. 

That option makes it so that you don't have to worry about defragging again. Just 

let it run in the background and it will defrag whenever it has the chance. That 

ensures your system is optimized at all times. 

If you don‘t wish to have the program running in the background, you can run it 

manually at your convenience.  You can also run it at the end of the day and tell it 

to shut down your computer when it‘s done doing its thing. 

http://tinyurl.com/4clruy  

Photographs from the Life Magazine Archives 
Life magazine has undergone many transformations in its long existence. It 

started out as a general interest magazine in the 1880s. Then, in 1936, it found its 

niche in photojournalism. Even though Life ceased publication in April 2007, it is 

still clearly synonymous with stunning photographs. 

Some of the most famous photographs of the past century have been featured in 

Life. And then there are the Life photos that haven't been seen.  

There are a whopping 10 million photographs in Life's archive. Only about 3 

percent have been available to the public. Until now, that is! 

Google plans to put Life's entire archive online for anyone to peruse. Obviously, 

this is a huge undertaking. But you can start looking at the archives now. About 

two million photos are up on Google's site for your viewing pleasure. 

These days, Life only exists as a Web site. But it's nice to know that its archives 

are open to the public!  

http://portableapps.com/apps
http://tinyurl.com/4clruy
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www.images.google.com 

Is Your Password Strong Enough? 
This site is not trying to help you create a password, but it's trying to help you 

make your password more secure by testing it against the criteria they have set 

up. 

Type in the password you'd like to test. As you type it in, you‘ll see the areas on 

the chart below start to change. That's because they‘re grading your password. 

Directly beneath the password box, you‘ll see a bar that changes colors as your 

password goes from weak to strong or very strong. 

www.passwordmeter.com 

A Scrolling Secret Exists Within Internet Explorer 
There is a little-known trick with using the scrolling bar in Internet Explorer. 

Most of us usually grab the scroll bar when we want to scroll down the length of a 

web page. If we have a scrolling wheel on our mouse, then we may use that 

procedure as well. 

Another way is to right-click the scrollbar. A context menu will pop up that has 

several quick-click scrolling options.  

Give it a try. Note, however, that this scrolling secret only works within your 

Internet Explorer browser. 

Access Your Desktop In A Hurry 
There are times when it is convenient to get back to your desktop in a hurry 

without closing down folders, files, and Web pages that you have open. The two 

strategies explained below will get you back to the Desktop from anyplace else 

you might be, whether you are online or offline. 

Your Quick Launch toolbar comes with a Show Desktop icon automatically 

installed. If you can‘t see the Show Desktop icon, it‘s most likely because your 

Quick Launch toolbar is not displayed. To display it, right-click the Taskbar and 

click Toolbars, then Quick Launch. 

By far, the easiest way to immediately show the Desktop is to press the Windows 

key together with the D key (Windows+D). This action will whisk you directly to 

your Desktop and minimize any open windows in the process. Press the key 

combination again and your open windows will be restored to their previous state.  

Start Menu Searches Simplified 
Sometimes, when you go to All Programs in the Start menu to locate a software 

program you may have difficulty finding it because it is listed primarily by the 

name of the company that produced the software. For example, if you have 

Adaware installed on your computer, you will not find it on the All Programs list. 

Why? Because Adaware is located in the folder called Lavasoft. In this case, you 

http://www.images.google.com/
http://www.passwordmeter.com/
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may not be able to relate to the name Lavasoft when you are looking for 

Adaware. It really becomes a time wasting event! 

Here‘s a very simple solution: Right-click the program name listed (in this 

example: Lavasoft) and select Rename from the context menu. Enter the software 

title (in this case: Adaware) and click OK. You may get a message that warns: 

―Modifying this folder will affect all users who log on to this computer. Do you 

want to continue?‖ Click Yes. The change is made immediately, and now it is 

easy to find the actual software title you are looking for. Don‘t forget to reorder 

your All Programs list by again right-clicking any software title and selecting Sort 

By Name. Your program listings are in alphabetical order, ready for searching if 

you don‘t already have a shortcut on your Desktop. 

iGoogle: a new home page for your browser 
On October 16, 2008, Google announced the release of a new version of iGoogle.  

If you are unhappy with your present browser home page (for example MyWay) 

you will want to experiment with this newly revised product.  It has all the 

gadgets and widgets that you can think of!  www.igoogle.com  

Internet Threat Meter   
Every day, it seems, new threats hit the Internet. It could be a full-time job just 

trying to keep track of them all. Symantec's Internet Threat Meter keeps you 

informed about the latest threats, and includes a link to a Symantec site where you 

can get more information, and find fixes.    http://tinyurl.com/23ro4d 

Embedding Background Pictures into your Emails 
To insert a background picture (stationery) into your email text area, in the 

message window, on the Format menu, point to Background, and then Select 

Picture. Select the Browse button to search for the file you want to use. You may 

need to change the color of the font so that it doesn't get lost in the background. 

100 of the Most Commonly Misspelled English Words 
Visit this site for 100 of the most commonly misspelled English words. One of the 

words is equipment, which is misspelled as ―equiptment‖ 1,490,000 times on the 

Web! 

www.yourdictionary.com/library/misspelled.html 

Online Media Storage (Backup) Vault from Cox 
If you have Cox Internet Service, then you will be interested in one of their 

newest FREE products. You will be able to: upload files to secure online Vault; 

access your content from anywhere in the world; share your photos and videos 

with friends; create and manage your media collections; backup important 

documents and personal data; restore data as needed; and schedule automatic 

backups to run in the background. Go to www.cox.net and access your account. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October_16
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008
http://www.igoogle.com/
http://tinyurl.com/23ro4d
http://www.yourdictionary.com/library/misspelled.html
http://www.cox.net/
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Reset Your Tool Buttons in Outlook Express 
Have your tool buttons ever disappeared on you while you were working in 

Outlook Express--the ones that say Create Mail, Reply, Forward, Send/Receive, 

Delete, etc.? These are the buttons you really need in order to use your email client 

successfully.  

In case those buttons ever happen to disappear, here's an easy solution. Right-click 

anywhere in the open area where your buttons usually sit and choose Customize. 

Then under the box that says Current Toolbars, click on the Reset button. All of 

your buttons will return. 

AbiWord: a free word processor 
WinXP‘s integrated WordPad word processor might be OK for some simple 

tasks, but it‘s certainly not a premium product, nor does Microsoft claim it to be. 

If you want a good word processor that will leave WordPad in the dust, but would 

rather not spend the bucks on Microsoft Word or Works, try AbiWord. It has a 

familiar and easy-to-use interface, a spell checker, and lots of advanced 

document layout features.  

(www.abiword.com) 

Is The Website Down?  
Have you ever tried to load a Website, but your browser just can‘t find it?  You 

may wonder, ―Is this site down, or is it me?‖  

No one likes typing in a URL and getting an error message. Sure the site could be 

down, but the situation may mean something on your end is blocking the site 

from loading, such as a bad firewall setting. Don‘t panic, though; all you have to 

do is type the problem site into Down For Everyone Or Just Me 

(www.downforeveryoneorjustme.com). It can tell you whether the site itself is 

down or if the problem is likely with your computer. 

You may wish to establish this site as a Favorite and Link so that it is readily 

available to you when you need it. 

Kenworthy‘s Show Stopper 
Internationally renown computer guru Karen Kenworthy‘s free Show Stopper 

program gives you many ways to shut down your PC, including Suspend, 

Hibernate, Restart, and Power Off, from shortcut icons that you place on your 

desktop. The tool also has a way for you to schedule events, such as a reboot or 

shutdown, or launch another program at a specified time. 
http://tinyurl.com/mzfbw 

Spyware Terminator  
If you're looking for a straightforward and simple-to-use anti-spyware tool, give 

Spyware Terminator a try. Not only does it scan your system for spyware and 

http://www.abiword.com/
http://www.downforeveryoneorjustme.com/
http://tinyurl.com/mzfbw
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remove it, but unlike some other free anti-spyware software, it also stops you 

from getting infected in the first place. Scans are fast and easy to customize, and 

you can create ignore lists, and can put potential infections into a quarantine 

before deleting them. The real-time protection includes a variety of shields for 

protection against several types of dangers. 

This program is a recent (August 2008) addition to PC World‘s recommended 

downloads. 

http://tinyurl.com/6rhlmh 

Send a virtual bouquet 
Sending flowers is a nice way to commemorate a special event. It is also a good 

way to say "thank you" or "I'm sorry." You could visit a flower shop and pay big 

bucks. Or, you could go online to arrange delivery of a floral bouquet. Just 

remember to have your credit card ready. But sometimes you don't have time for 

that. You want the recipient to receive the flowers immediately. 

In that case, send a FREE virtual bouquet . This Website will let you send 

flowers via e-mail. You can select from a variety of different vases. Then, select 

the flowers you would like to add. Just click and drag them to the vase. When 

you're done, you can create a customized card. They may not be real flowers, but 

the recipient will appreciate the thought and the humor. And it's perfect for those 

who have allergies! 

Another comforting thought: McAfee Site Advisor has given this site a green 

light! 

 www.flowers2mail.com 

Glary Utilities: to Keep Your System in Tip-Top Shape 
Users who are looking for an effective and easy-to-use application to keep their 

system in tip-top shape should try this one out.  C/NET editors give this program 

(added August 22, 2008) a four star rating. After nearly 2 million downloads, 

home users have given it a five star rating! 

This powerful application offers extensive utilities to improve your system's 

performance and protect your privacy. Its well-organized interface allows users to 

easily choose from several tools. It cleans unwanted junk files and removes 

invalid and broken shortcuts, freeing up valuable disk space. 

Its Registry cleaner allows you to scan, remove, and back up faulty Registry 

entries. You also can wipe out online and Windows traces, although Internet 

Explorer is the only browser in which this function is supported. To improve the 

speed of your computer, it offers tools to manage start-up programs and memory 

optimization. Privacy-conscious users will certainly appreciate its inclusion of a 

government-standard file shredder to securely delete data. 

http://www.glaryutilities.com/gu.html?tag=download 

http://tinyurl.com/6rhlmh
http://www.flowers2mail.com/
http://www.glaryutilities.com/gu.html?tag=download
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Using Your Digital Camera—An Online Course 
A great photograph begins when you recognize a great scene or subject. But 

recognizing a great opportunity isn't enough to capture it; you also have to be 

prepared. A large part of being prepared involves understanding your camera well 

enough to capture what you see the way you want to interpret it. Getting you 

prepared to see and capture great photographs is what this online book is all 

about. It doesn't matter if you are taking pictures for business or pleasure, there's a 

lot here to help you get better results and more satisfaction from your 

photography. To get better, and possibly even great photographs, you need to 

understand both concepts and procedures; the "whys" and "hows" of 

photography. 

http://www.shortcourses.com/use/ 

Spotting Crime in Summerlin 
With this Web site, you can see what kinds of crime have been committed in our 

area. Start by choosing your state. From there, select your city. Once you‘ve done 

that, it will generate a map of the area. The key is right on top of the map and you 

can filter the results by removing the checkmarks next to each category.  

The categories are: All, Arrest, Arson, Assault, Burglary, Other, Robbery, 

Shooting, Theft and Vandalism. You can also type in your street address to get 

even closer results in your Sun City Summerlin neighborhood.  

http://spotcrime.com/ 

An Error -Message Search 
If a pesky error message pops up on your computer, what can you do short of ask 

for professional help in finding a solution? One self-help way is to repeat your 

error-message search on Google, Yahoo Search, or another general-purpose 

engine.  This approach may assist you in ferreting out useful sites that frequently 

lead to obscure newsgroups or user forums where you may gain insights from 

others who have had a similar problem. 

The best advice frequently comes from other users, so be sure to include sites like 

PCMechanic (http://www.pcmech.com/),  Suggest a Fix 

(http://www.suggestafix.com/), Tech Support Forum 

(http://www.techsupportforum.com/), and Tech Support Guy 

(http://www.techguy.org/) in your research. 

Fascinating facts from the Smithsonian 
The Internet is a great repository of information. You can learn about virtually 

any subject with a quick search. 

On the downside, you can't believe everything you read online. Many so-called 

experts pass on false information. 

http://www.shortcourses.com/use/
http://spotcrime.com/
http://spotcrime.com/
http://www.pcmech.com/
http://www.suggestafix.com/
http://www.techsupportforum.com/
http://www.techguy.org/
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So, you need to be careful when researching online. A great place to start is 

Encyclopedia Smithsonian. 

The Encyclopedia draws on the great wealth of objects collected by the museum. 

You will find factual pages on specific things. 

However, it isn't like a traditional encyclopedia. It's great for exploring all your 

different interests. You'll also find useful overviews on specific topics. 

So, if you're conducting in-depth research, this is a starting point, not a 

destination. 

www.si.edu 

Cactus Cuties Sing the National Anthem 
Many people have sung the national anthem at sporting events. Often, they put a 

personal twist on it. The Cactus Cuties inject the anthem with beautiful 

harmonies. What‘s so special about that? 

Well, the Cactus Cuties is a group of singers from Lubbock, TX. Its members 

aren‘t professional singers. They‘re girls, 13 or younger. These girls have been 

gifted with wonderful voices. In this video, you‘ll hear them sing before 11,000 

people. 

http://videos.komando.com/2008/03/25/ 

WordWeb   
WordWeb is a free cut-down version of the WordWeb Pro software. It includes a 

comprehensive English thesaurus and dictionary, and can be used to look up 

words from within most programs. Features of the free version include:  

Definitions and synonyms; Proper nouns; Related words; pronunciations;  

140,000 root words; 15,000 synonym sets. Look up words in almost any program 

or on any Website. 

http://wordweb.info/free/ 

All My Favorites  
How often have you visited search engines and couldn't find exactly what you 

wanted? You searched the web for a specific site and found only sites that had 

nothing to do with your actual request. Why search? This team of experts did the 

search for you!  

They have searched the web and provided you with a visual directory that 

includes the best sites in each category! They know that they don‘t have 

everything, but they are trying to get you the most of what you need, in a unique 

and innovative way.  

The AllMyFaves family is adding more and more categories everyday.  

http://www.si.edu/
http://videos.komando.com/2008/03/25/
http://wordweb.info/free/
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Their devoted "favies" review and add new sites everyday. Many more categories 

and sub categories will be added shortly. A customizable version is currently 

under construction.   www.allmyfaves.com 

Listen to Free Music   
Listen to the music you want for free. Search the database of over 2 million songs 

for artists or songs you like. fintune will then create a playlist based on your 

preferences, introducing you to artists you may have never listened to before. You 

can even create your own playlist or listen to playlists created by other users.  

www.finetune.com 

Play the Golden Oldies   
From the title of the Website, you certainly would not expect music, but that's 

what you will get!  

To listen to music, you can either select a year or scroll down and browse through 

the featured artist collections. You can check out the category selections as well. 

So, here are your options, broken down a little bit.  

Yearly – Select a year to hear popular music from that year. For example, if you 

click 1955, you are going hear the sound styles that were popular back then. The 

yearly selection goes from 1950 to 1984.  

Featured Artist Archive –Check out this section. It will provide you with a listing 

of artists to choose from and to listen to.  

Additional Collections – This is where you will find categories of music you can 

listen to, like Show Tunes, Classical, Movie Themes and many more.  

The jukebox will open in another window once you've selected which playlist you 

want to hear. You can leave it play in the background while you work on the 

computer.  http://tropicalglen.com/ 

Send Your Email Later   
Have you ever had the need to just send an email message at a later time? 

Sometimes situations occur where you need to compose an e-mail right away, but 

it doesn't actually need to be sent out until a later time.  

You can create a draft version of the e-mail and save it until you want to send it. 

This approach allows you to send the e-mail whenever you want.  

With Outlook Express, just go to File / Save and your email message will be put 

in the "Drafts" folder. As you make changes, just hit Ctrl+S and it will update the 

message. Once you're ready to send, double click the message in your Drafts 

folder to open it and click "send". Off it goes.  

Now if you get interrupted, or if you're working on a long email, you can save it 

as a draft and avoid losing it.  

http://www.allmyfaves.com/
http://www.finetune.com/
http://tropicalglen.com/
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Comparison Shopping   
Find exactly what you're shopping for from thousands of stores! 

Shopping.com is a comprehensive comparison shopping engine that makes 

finding whatever you want to buy fast and easy. With over 5 million products 

from over 3,000 trusted stores, Shopping.com makes it easy to find exactly what 

you want to buy. www.shopping.com 

Find Dead Links Among Your Favorites   
AM-DeadLink detects dead links and duplicates in your browser Favorites. If a 

Favorite has become unavailable you can delete it from your Browser. AM-

DeadLink checks Favorites from Internet Explorer and Bookmarks from Firefox. 

http://www.aignes.com/deadlink.htm 

A Better Uninstall Program   
MyUninstaller is an alternative to Windows' Add or Remove Programs tool. But 

it does more than mimic what Windows provides. MyUninstaller shows much 

more information about your programs. And it can help you with programs that 

don't include an uninstaller. 

MyUninstaller provides extra information including product descriptions, registry 

entries and installation dates. It also displays programs lacking uninstallers and 

others that don't show up in Windows Add or Remove Programs. You might 

discover old programs you had forgotten about. 

Of course, you can also use MyUnistaller to remove programs just as you would 

the Windows tool. You can also select multiple programs to remove them at the 

same time. http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/myuninst.html 

Hold the Mail   
You probably know that the U.S. Postal Service will place a vacation hold on 

your mail for a period of from three to thirty days.  However, did you know that 

you can go online to activate the service?  Go to www.usps.com and click on 

Receive Mail and Packages.  Choose Delivery Services, click on Hold Mail 

Service, and just follow the instructions.  Be sure to write down your 

confirmation number; you can use it later to shorten or extend your hold request 

from any computer in the world.  After your return from your trip, you can pick 

up the mail at the Summerlin Post Office or have it delivered to your home. 

www.usps.com 

Beware Of Email Hoaxes   
The consequences of getting hit with a virus can range from annoying to 

devastating. Sometimes, though, what you think is a virus isn't one at all. When 

you get an e-mail from a friend warning you of a virus, it's best to check it out 

http://www.shopping.com/
http://www.aignes.com/deadlink.htm
http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/myuninst.html
http://www.usps.com/
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before you pass it on to others. Most of these Internet chain letters warning of 

viruses are nothing more than hoax viruses that are resource-wasting nuisances. 

Place several of these resources on your Favorites list. 

Snopes Urban Legend Reference: Created and maintained by the husband-and-

wife team of Barbara and David Mikkelson, Snopes.com is one of the best urban 

legend debunking sites on the Net. www.snopes.com 

About.com Urban Legends: David Emery's Urban Legends and Folklore site has a 

wealth of well-researched and common sense information on urban legends.  

www.urbanlegends.about.com 

For other listings of Internet hoaxes and information on how to spot them, see the 

following sites: 

http://HoaxBusters.ciac.org 

www.hoaxkill.com 

www.Vmyths.com 

Understanding Your Brain   
No computer is as powerful as the human mind. It is fascinating and important, 

which is why it's such a tragedy when it stops working correctly. The Alzheimer's 

Association has put together a great tour of the brain. The first few pages explain 

how the brain works. The last few show how Alzheimer's affects the brain. You 

don't need to be a brain surgeon to understand the tour. Everything is broken 

down into simple elements. It also has interactive features. Mouse over colored 

words to highlight parts of the accompanying pictures. 

If you know someone with Alzheimer's, you should visit this site. There are links 

to other resources and services. Understanding your mind is the first step to 

taking care of it. http://www.alz.org/brain/overview.asp 

Create a PDF File   
CutePDF Writer: Create PDF (portable document format) files from any 

Windows program with the push of a button. http://tinyurl.com/g256u 

Home Town News   
Newspapers all over the country now have Web sites. We can keep up with the 

news from our hometowns. And we can read stories that don't make the national 

news. But you need to know how to find the local papers. That's where Home 

Town News comes in. It lists online newspapers from around the country. Simply 

click on a state to find the paper you want to read. www.hometownnews.com 

Free Credit Reports   
You can receive, upon request, a FREE copy of your credit report from each of 

the major reporting agencies.  You are entitled to a credit report from each agency 

http://www.snopes.com/
http://www.urbanlegends.about.com/
http://hoaxbusters.ciac.org/
http://www.hoaxkill.com/
http://www.vmyths.com/
http://www.alz.org/brain/overview.asp
http://tinyurl.com/g256u
http://www.hometownnews.com/
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once each year.  Some experts recommend that you request a free report from one 

of the three agencies, then wait four months to request a report from the second 

agency, then wait another four months to request a report from the third agency. 

This strategy will take you through an annual cycle at which time you can start 

the process again!  Don't forget that your spouse is entitled to his/her own report. 

Go to this site to receive your credit report copy. www.AnnualCreditReport.com 

(Annualcreditreport.com, the only service authorized by Equifax, Experian and 

TransUnion, allows consumers to request, view and print one, two or all three of 

their free credit reports in a fast and convenient way via a secure Internet site. 

Consumers should not provide their personal information to any other company 

or person in connection with requesting free annual credit file disclosures.) 

The hassle-free telephone number to obtain free credit reports from the three 

credit services: 877-322-8228 

Desktop Timer   
To assist you in avoiding health problems associated with using your computer, 

you may wish to install this free Cool Timer. It will remind you when you have 

been at the computer for longer than an hour without a break! 

Cool Timer will count down hours/minute/seconds and will play a multimedia file 

when the count reaches 00:00.  http://www.harmonyhollow.net/download.shtml 

Add the Merriam -Webster Dictionary to Your 

Taskbar 
If you are working in a Microsoft Office program (Word, Excel, or PowerPoint, 

you probably know that you can check on a word‘s spelling by simply 

highlighting the target word and then press F7.  You can do a grammar check by 

using Alt+F7.   

There are times, however, when it would be great to have an outstanding 

dictionary ready for your immediate access. This is one of the best and is 

available for free from this site: www.merriam-webster.com 

ZSoft Uninstaller 
An uninstall utility that is superior to the build-in function in Microsoft Windows. 

It allows easy uninstallation of programs and features a possibility to analyze an 

installation so it can be completely uninstalled. It can also find and delete 

temporary files, delete entries from programs that are no longer installed, hide 

Windows Updates, hide entries from the list that you are never going to uninstall 

(drivers) making the list smaller and therefore easier to manage, and show more 

information than is available though the build-in Add/Remove applet. On top of 

that it can also automatically find entries from programs that are most likely 

http://www.annualcreditreport.com/
http://www.harmonyhollow.net/download.shtml
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
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already uninstalled and automatically find entries that are considered ―crap-

ware.‖  http://tinyurl.com/4wqz4s 

Revco Uninstaller 
Where the built-in and sluggish Windows Add or Remove Programs option fails, 

freeware Revo picks up the slack. It builds out a useful feature set on top of a 

fairly light, 1.5MB installation. Launching Revo fires up the Uninstaller screen, 

which shows icons and titles of all programs installed on your machine. You can 

change the View to List or Details, if you'd like more information. Right-clicking 

gives users a list of choices, from the fundamental like Uninstall and Remove 

from list, to Search Google, Show the installation directory, and quick access to 

the app's Help file, its About screen, and an Update link.  

Revo also provides some powerful tools. Advanced mode adds program-specific 

Registry key access to the context menu. The Tools Optimizer holds the Autorun 

Manager, Windows Tools access screen, and a Junk File finder/killer. The 

Autorun Manager provides one-stop shopping for startup tweaking. Windows 

Tools pulls together various and disparate basic utilities under one umbrella, and 

the Junk killer is just killer. 

The Tools Tracks Cleaner accesses cache-cleaning features, include standard 

browser cache functions as well as crash memory dump files, MS Office cleaners, 

system-wide and program-specific search histories, and more. Another cool 

function is the Hunter, which offers click-and-drag uninstall and process-killing 

functionality. Revo and the way that it will revolutionize your uninstall workflow 

is hard to pass up.  http://tinyurl.com/57ttt5 

Mass Renaming Of Files 
Anyone with a digital camera has felt the need to rename a whole bunch of files 

at once. Windows can do this chore easily, but not well. The result is a bunch of 

files with the same name, differentiated only by a number in parenthesis. That's 

where Rename Master comes in. This freebie offers a cornucopia of mass 

renaming options. You can add text at specific points in the names, replace text, 

remove unwanted strings, and even pick how you want the file names capitalized. 

You also have considerable control over how the counter distinguishes one file 

from another.  http://tinyurl.com/5zgnsm 

Comodo Firewall  
Comodo Firewall Pro is one of the best freeware programs around that can hold 

its own against commercial ($$$) firewalls as well. Previous user complaints 

about resource hogging and a confusing interface have been addressed and this 

application has never been easier to use.  

http://tinyurl.com/4wqz4s
http://tinyurl.com/57ttt5
http://tinyurl.com/5zgnsm
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It still provides a smorgasbord of information and options for advanced users, but 

it's simple enough for beginners, and runs smoothly and silently in the 

background. When you first install it, the Comodo pop-ups come often as the 

program "learns" your online behavior, but those soon stop. Summary, Firewall, 

Defense +, and Miscellaneous tabs provide links to relevant security issues so 

users can drill down to learn more about how the firewall is performing and what 

exactly it's doing. The Host Intrusion Prevention System supposedly protects 

against unknown threats--obviously, it's hard to tell if it works unless an unknown 

threat gets in, but it didn't seem to affect system performance negatively.   

http://tinyurl.com/2azlyb 

Slacker Radio 
This music Website does have a premium service you can pay for, but the free 

version is enough in itself. You just need an Internet connection and a Web 

browser. Then you just have to select the radio station you‘d like to listen to. 

There are a lot of stations to choose from and you can even create a custom 

station of your own. You can also listen without creating a free account, but it 

would be to your advantage to do so to get some of the more advanced features. 

You can create an account by clicking the Sign In link, located in the upper left 

hand corner of the music player. You need an e-mail address, a password, birth 

year, gender and location and you just need to agree to their terms of service. 

When you're ready, click the Submit button and you will automatically be logged 

in.  

The buttons on the player are: Play/Pause, Skip, Favorite and Ban.  

Skip - As a free user, you get six skips per station, which allows you to skip over 

a song you don‘t want to hear.  

Favorite - Next to the Skip button, you‘ll see a button with a heart on it. This is 

the Favorite button that allows you to mark which songs you like. 

Ban - Next to that, you‘ll see the Ban button, which is a circle with a line through 

it. This allows you to mark the songs you don't like so that you don‘t have to hear 

them again.  

Beneath the Favorite button on the station portion of the music player, you will 

see a tab that reads Create Station. It will switch you over to the Make Your Own 

Station tab. Just search for the artist you want to add to your station and then click 

Save As. You‘ll then need to name your station.  

Whether you choose a pre-made station or you create a custom station, you are 

bound to find hours worth of music to enjoy.  

http://www.slacker.com/ 

Barricade Your Computer from Snoops 

http://tinyurl.com/2azlyb
http://www.slacker.com/
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All of us value our privacy, both in our home and on our computer. It seems that 

we all tend to think that just because we are using our computer at home and no 

one can access it unless they're given permission, our private documents and files 

are safe. However, that's not always the case! We all know about Trojan horses 

and other malware programs that can compromise our privacy and security. We 

also know how to set up and manage anti-virus and anti-spyware programs to 

protect ourselves from these nasties. 

Even after setting up all these privacy and security barriers, there is still a 

possibility, as remote as it may be, that a stranger could access your personal 

information on your computer from anywhere in the world. A stranger could use 

your computer remotely, without your permission or knowledge. They can track 

every move you make (including your keystrokes) and could even have access to 

your credit card numbers, social security number and other valuable personal 

information that you may have stored on your computer.  

In order to help protect you from identity theft and snooping in general, you may 

wish to establish one more protective layer around your computer. Just follow 

these simple steps. 

1. Go to the Start menu.  

2. Click on the Control Panel.  

3. In the Control Panel menu, click Performance and Maintenance.  

4. Under the Performance and Maintenance menu, click on System.  

5. In the System menu, click on the Remote tab.  

6. Under the Remote tab, make sure no boxes are checked for remote 

assistance or access. Once you've double checked them, click the OK  

button at the bottom of the box. 

Change Your Display Name in Outgoing Email  
To change the displayed name in emails that you send out in Outlook Express:  

1. Open Outlook Express.  

2. Click the Tools menu, then Accounts...  

3. Click (select) the account name you want to modify, then click the 

Properties button.  

4. On the General Tab, you'll see a "Name" field. Type in your name change 

and click OK.  

Digital Music Download Sources 
The public‘s ability to download digital music for free ended abruptly a few years 

ago when RIAA (the recording industry legal machine) sued and won big against 

Napster, and then started slapping hefty fines on individuals who were putting 

their CDs online for others to grab. 
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But since digital music has reinvented itself recently, it's now easy, legal and 

fairly inexpensive to download individual songs or whole CDs by your favorite 

artists. Digital music sources and software, e.g., iTunes, the new Napster, Wal-

Mart and others make it easy to find and download tunes from your favorite 

artists or discover new music from independents. 

Some Popular Digital Music Resources 
Apple's iTunes (www.apple.com/itunes) is the clear leader in the digital music 

services field. iTunes lets users select from a catalog of over two million songs 

from five major labels and hundreds of independent labels. That means you can 

find almost any song from a well-known artist. After you download the free 

iTunes software (Windows or Mac) you can listen to free 30-second clips or 

browse through the catalog of music, including pre-release, rare and out-of-print 

albums. Individual songs can be downloaded for 99 cents and most albums can be 

purchased for under $10. 

iTunes software is very impressive. It's easy to use, and it has features that make 

it so easy to manage a collection of music. In addition to downloading songs and 

making your own CDs, iTunes lets you "rip" individual songs from your existing 

CDs (with no sound quality loss) and create your own mixes. You can create a 

mix and play songs stored on your hard drive), select tunes from your favorite 

artists and burn your own "best of" collections on CD, or load them to a portable 

music player like the iPod.  

Printing jewel case inserts for your albums, with artist and song titles is a snap. 

Convert music files from one format to another. Keep track of your most 

frequently played songs, assign ratings to songs, or share a playlist with a friend. 

And iTunes Radio lets you tune into free online broadcasts, specializing in 

Oldies, Rock, Blues, Jazz, Country and other formats.  

You can download the free iTunes software and use it to manage your music 

collection without using the iTunes service -- no purchase is required from the 

iTunes music store.  

Napster (www.napster.com), formerly Public Enemy #1 of the recording industry, 

has been transformed into a legal music service that gives you access to a large 

library of popular music. A Napster Membership for $9.95 per month gives you 

unlimited access to over a million songs on your PC. Napster Light is similar to 

iTunes -- 99 cents per song with no monthly membership fee. Search and browse 

30-second music clips and buy your favorite music to burn to CD or transfer to a 

compatible MP3 player.  

An important Napster caveat: You must maintain a Napster subscription in order 

to retain access to songs downloaded through a Napster Membership. If you 

http://www.askbobrankin.com/digital_music_and_lyrics.html
http://www.apple.com/itunes
http://www.napster.com/
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cancel your Membership, the music you downloaded from Napster goes poof. 

This does not apply to songs you purchase and download through Napster Light.  

Wal-Mart Music Downloads (www.walmart.com/music) offers its own sizeable 

music catalog. All downloads are 94 cents, with no monthly fee. Songs must be 

played with Windows Media Player. 

MP3.com (www.mp3.com) offers music hunters a rich resource to search for 

music by a specific artist. Once you find the album or song you want, you can 

listen to free clips and then click on the Availability button for links to digital 

music outlets that offer the item for sale. MP3.com also has extensive reviews, 

biographies and links to the artist's website, fan sites, media interviews and sheet 

music. 

Check Your Hard Drive‘s Health 
Are you wondering how long your hard drive has to live? This newly redesigned 

utility will help you make the most of your time together, so you can prepare for 

life without it once it's gone. From its vantage point in your system tray, HDD 

Health uses Self Monitoring and Reporting Technology (S.M.A.R.T.), which is 

built into all new hard disks to assess your hard drive's condition and send you 

alerts when it's time to put your hard drive's affairs in order. Neither these alerts 

nor the records the program logs for you will tax your system resources. 

www.panterasoft.com 

Language Dictionaries  
Did you know that there are over 6,000 spoken languages in the world today? Or 

that about 2,000 of them have written languages to go with their oral ones? This 

Web site brings you around 300 language dictionaries to browse through.  

The dictionaries are in alphabetical order and they go across the page to the right, 

making it easy to find the language you are looking for. Navigation is simple. Just 

click the name of the language of which dictionary you'd like to browse through. 

It will take you to a page full of links to dictionaries of that dialect, as well as 

some you can open in your word processing programs.  

http://www.yourdictionary.com/languages.html 

File Erasers And Deleters 
Every time you visit a Web site or click a link, you leave a trail on your computer 

showing where you have been. Images, text, and sometimes even passwords and 

other sensitive information are stored in various places on the hard drive—and 

usually, these files are not easy to find and delete. Internet history erasers know 

where all of the Internet history files are stored and automatically delete any and 

all files that could tell others where you have been. Temporary file deleters 

know where all of the temporary files are stored and automatically delete them. 

http://www.walmart.com/music
http://www.mp3.com/
http://www.panterasoft.com/
http://www.yourdictionary.com/languages.html
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Most of the programs come with Internet history erasers and temporary file 

deleters, so you can kill two birds with one stone. An excellent example of this is 

CCleaner (free; www.ccleaner.com), which removes all of the tracks left by 

Internet Explorer while also deleting a variety of temporary files. 

Other good tools include Disk Cleaner (free; www.xs4all.nl/~mp2004), 

EasyCleaner (free; personal.inet.fi/business/toniarts/ecleane.htm), and G-Lock 

Temp Cleaner (free; www.glocksoft.com). 

Software and Hardware Patches 
Sometimes a program starts going out of whack for no reason. It could be that a 

patch is in order. A patch is an update that fixes known problems. You're 

probably familiar with the updates associated with Windows, but any software 

needs to be patched occasionally. That goes for hardware, too. While you can go 

to a specific software or hardware company's Web site for patches, this site seems 

to round them all up for you. But unless it's a security update, don't install patches 

if everything is running fine.    http://www.softwarepatch.com/ 

100 Most Commonly Misspelled Words   
This Web site brings you the 100 most commonly misspelled words from A to Z 

and all you have to do is scroll down the page to navigate! It isn't just a list of 

words! Each word comes with its own tip for helping you remember how to spell 

it correctly.  

You will also find a link to the most commonly mispronounced words and 

phrases. This is set up like the first 100 misspelled words. You'll get to see what 

you shouldn't say, what you should say and a tip on the word.  

http://www.yourdictionary.com/library/misspelled.html 

A Free Word Processing Program   
A Powerful FREE Word Processing Program that's fast to download and install:  

Replace Word with this multiplatform, free alternative that covers the basics. And 

it's less than 20 MB in size! 

If you've got straightforward word processing chores, including inserting and 

handling images, you'll want this freebie. It features a simple straightforward 

interface; you won't need to spend hours trying to wrangle your way through 

ribbons or multi-level menus.  

What you need is right in front of you --- simple icons and menus across the top 

of the page, with no clutter. You'll most likely be surprised by the amount of 

features this free word processor packs in. For example, it handles mail merges, 

will insert page numbers, date and time, and other auto text, and has some very 

nice tools for handling tables. Use this program enough, and you'll find that it's 

http://www.ccleaner.com/
http://www.xs4all.nl/~mp2004
http://personal.inet.fi/business/toniarts/ecleane.htm
http://www.glocksoft.com/
http://www.softwarepatch.com/
http://www.yourdictionary.com/library/misspelled.html
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not just a money-saver, but a time-saver as well, because of its utter simplicity. 

www.abiWord.com 

Airports, Airlines, and Airplanes   
Travelocity 

All trips begin with planning and reservations. A favorite site for vacation and 

travel planning is Travelocity. They offer one-stop shopping for airline tickets, 

vacation packages, car rentals and hotel accommodations. If you're looking for a 

way to research vacation trips and book travel plans online, you should definitely 

pop in for a visit. Travelocity - http://www.travelocity.com 

About.Com Travel  

This is an excellent collection of sites, each maintained by an expert in that 

subject. The About.com Travel site is a great place to look for information on 

travel to almost any place on the globe. You'll find information on Air Travel, 

Bed & Breakfasts, Hotels, Resorts, Cruises, Theme Parks and Traveling With 

Grandkids. There are also guide sites specific to popular travel destinations, 

countries, states, and cities. The "New York City for Visitors" site, for example, 

gives insider tips on riding the NYC subway. http://home.about.com/travel 

Airport Information Worldwide  

If you're looking for links to official airport websites, airlines and travel services 

in over 200 countries, these sites have you covered, everywhere from Australia to 

Zimbabwe. Information at the first site listed below is available in English, 

French, German, Spanish. You'll find help with Airport Guides, Tourist 

Attractions, and international Travel, Cruise and Weather Guides. 

WorldAirport Guide - http://www.worldairportguide.com 

Airports of the World - http://www.hotelstravel.com/airports.html 

The UK Airport Guide offers information you'll need when planning your trip: 

how-to-get-there directions and advice, contact telephone numbers for local taxi, 

bus, and trains, local accommodation, and airport parking. Covers all major 

airports in England, Scotland and Ireland.  

UK Airport Guide - http://www.a2btravel.com/airports 

And Then You Wait...  

Okay, your trip is planned, and the departure day has arrived. You drive to the 

airport and then, you wait. But for how long? If you're flying from or to an airport 

in North America, Uncle Sam has some stats that may help to answer that 

question. The Bureau of Transportation Statistics has detailed information 

regarding airline punctuality. To find out how likely you are to encounter a delay 

with your airline, check here: 

http://www.bts.gov/programs/airline_information/airline_ontime_statistics 

http://www.abiword.com/
http://www.travelocity.com/
http://home.about.com/travel
http://www.worldairportguide.com/
http://www.hotelstravel.com/airports.html
http://www.a2btravel.com/airports
http://www.bts.gov/programs/airline_information/airline_ontime_statistics


Page 46 of 81 

The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) provides security checkpoint 

wait time information to help travelers plan their flight departures. The wait times 

are historical (not real-time) so your actual wait time may vary. 

http://waittime.tsa.dhs.gov/index.html 

If you make it through the checkpoint without setting off any lights or buzzers, 

you can proceed to the gate, and wait. The Federal Aviation Administration has a 

website that offers data on arrival and departure delays at most major airports. A 

graphical display shows green, yellow, orange and red dots to indicate how long 

you may have to wait in the airport, or on the plane for take-off and landing. 

Arrival & Departure Delays - http://www.fly.faa.gov/flyfaa/usmap.jsp 

Where's Your Plane?  

Are you meeting a friend at the airport? Track a flight, with this graphical real-

time monitor that shows the flight path on a map, along with the aircraft's altitude, 

speed and estimated arrival time. http://www.flightview.com 

Amazon Discount Oasis   
Bargain hunters know that the discount sections in stores (even online ones) can 

be difficult to travel through. In the case of online giant Amazon, there's a neat 

site that allows you to cut through the overgrowth of the discount jungle. Jungle 

Crazy is a site that posts only products on Amazon that have been discounted at 

70% or more. The front page serves up the most popular products, which tend to 

be tech-oriented, so if you're looking for the sweet deals on home and garden 

products, either click that category or use the search bar for specific product 

types. You'll find some great deals. There's even a one-cent bin!  

www.junglecrazy.com 

Ask a Computer Question   
Got a computer question?  Ask Bob!  Recent entries at AskBobRankin include 

"How Does a Virus Spread?" and "Is FTP Secure?"  Also, his articles on "How to 

Buy a Computer" and "Making Windows XP Start Faster" have been very 

popular. http://www.askbobrankin.com 

Belarc - Profile Your Computer   
The Belarc Advisor builds a detailed profile of your installed software and 

hardware and displays the results in your Web browser. Click here to download a 

free copy for personal use. The Belarc Advisor is not permitted to be used for any 

commercial purposes. 

http://belarc.com/free_download.html 

Color Code Your Incoming Email   

http://waittime.tsa.dhs.gov/index.html
http://www.fly.faa.gov/flyfaa/usmap.jsp
http://www.flightview.com/
http://www.junglecrazy.com/
http://www.askbobrankin.com/
http://belarc.com/free_download.html
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How would you like to glance at your Outlook Express inbox and be able to 

recognize email from friends or family just by the color?  

1. Open Outlook Express 

2. Go to Tools / Message Rules / Mail, then click "New".  

3. Select "Where the From line contains people." 

4. Select "Highlight with color". 

5. Under "Rule Description", click on "contains people". 

6. You can type in addresses then click "Add", or click on the Address Book 

and select names from there. When finished click OK.  

7. Choose a color. Click on "color" and a little box will appear. Click the 

arrow and a palette will appear, from there just choose a color. 

8. Now give the Message Rule a name. 

DoubleKiller   
DoubleKiller is a free program that can search for and alert you to any files that 

are in more than one location.  

The program doesn't just look at filenames; it compares the filename, size and 

does a quick scan of the files to find the real duplicates. And once you've found 

them, you can either delete the files or move them to another location, freeing up 

the space with a couple of mouse clicks. However, be careful: on a typical 

system, this program will find hundreds of duplicates, but that doesn't mean that 

you should delete all of them: some are useful (such as programs that install files 

into the Windows directory, but keep a copy in their own directory as well). So, 

only remove the duplicates you are sure that you don't need. This is the free 

version: There's also a Pro version which does more sophisticated searching, 

scans faster, but costs $20.  http://tinyurl.com/f9s7x 

Fast Favorites   
To quickly add a bookmark (Favorite) while visiting a Web site, use the 

keystroke combo CTRL-D. This will work in Internet Explorer and Firefox 

browsers.  

File Shredding For Privacy   
If you simply delete a file or folder, whether or not you send it to the recycle bin, 

it is not actually deleted.  Only the reference tag to the target file or folder has 

been stripped away. The file or folder still lingers until a new file or folder comes 

along to occupy the same location on your hard drive. 

To really protect your privacy, when you delete a file, you'd like it to stay deleted. 

That's what this free program does. It rewrites any file or folder with a random 

series of binary data --- and does it multiple times. You have a choice of five 

http://tinyurl.com/f9s7x
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different shredding algorithms. It's as easy a program to use as you can imagine. 

Just choose your files, tell the program to shred them, and they'll be gone forever.  

This program is both XP and Vista compatible. http://tinyurl.com/yogo6v 

Find Someone   
Have you ever wanted to reconnect with people you have known throughout the 

years? These may be friends, coworkers and classmates with whom you have lost 

contact. 

The Internet makes it easier than ever to track down long-lost friends. There are 

numerous sites that help you find people. But the search can be time-consuming. 

Fortunately, there is a free program that makes things a little easier. It's called 

Argali, and it will search some of the more popular directories. 

Argali will help you find e-mail addresses, phone numbers and physical 

addresses. And you can search by a number of different ways. So if you want to 

rekindle an old friendship, this is a great place to start! www.argali.com 

Find the Mouse Pointer   
If you misplace your mouse pointer on occasion, then you will love this feature. 

Windows XP provides a mouse locator that can be very handy in locating a small 

pointer. Activate the mouse locator and then just press the CTRL key whenever 

you lose the pointer. A visual cue (concentric rings) will briefly appear to help 

you locate the pointer. 

To activate this feature: 

1. Click Start. 

2. Select the Control Panel. 

3. Click on Printers And Other Hardware (in Category View), then click on 

Mouse. 

4. If you cannot locate Printers And Other Hardware, Click Mouse. 

5. Select the Pointer Options tab. 

6. Check the Show Location Of Pointer When I Press The CTRL Key box. 

7. Click OK. 

Free Open Source Audio Editor   
Audacity: All-purpose audio editor lets you record, play, and edit digital files.  

If you want to create media, not just consume it, try this open-source program, 

which includes audio recording tools and sophisticated editing functions. You can 

even create audio soundscapes from scratch. You can add any of several dozen 

effects, use a sound mixer...in short, the app has everything you need. While you 

don't have to be well-versed in sound editing to use it, people with some 

experience will particularly enjoy its power. 

http://tinyurl.com/2x7ruq 

http://tinyurl.com/yogo6v
http://www.argali.com/
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Global Incident Map   
It is amazing how instant communication has changed our world. There is a lot 

happening in our world every minute. This world map updates every five 

minutes, twenty-fours hours a day, seven days a week, and provides a rather scary 

overview of the global incidents and hotspots as they are occurring in real time. 

http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php 

Hyperlink Colors In Internet Explorer   
To change the colors of the hyperlinks in Internet Explorer, follow these steps: 

1. Open Internet Explorer. 

2. Click on Tools. 

3. Click on Internet Options. 

4. Click on Colors (bottom left corner). 

5. Click on the link color boxes (visited, unvisited, and hover color). 

6. Click OK 

Keyboard Shortcut: ALT + TAB   
The Alt-Tab Thingy: If you're tired of guessing which Alt-Tab window you want 

to jump to, try this freebie, which presents you with a thumbnail of the selected 

window, as well as a list of all open windows. You can show your open windows 

as icons, or as text links. Switching between tasks has never been faster!  

http://tinyurl.com/hx58t 

Liven Up Your Desktop   
Is your computer desktop getting a bit dull? Then maybe it is time to download 

new wallpaper! At Caedes, you'll find thousands of images for your desktop. 

They're divided into categories such as photography and abstract. You're sure to 

find at least one that suits your taste. But Caedes is more than just a site for 

downloading pictures. It is a community where visitors can upload images. Then, 

others offer comments – mostly positive ones. So if you've created some pictures 

you're proud of, you can post them to the site. Or, if your images aren't up to 

snuff, check out the tutorials. Note: To get the most of Caedes, you should 

register. It is free.  www.caedes.net 

FreeSnap: Manage Active Windows From 

Keyboard   
If you like your windows to align to some (but not all) edges of your screen, you 

know how tedious it can be to drag each edge to make it fit just the way you want 

it. Fortunately, Blue Onion Software offers a quick way to handle this and other 

window management chores with a free third-party software utility called 

http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://tinyurl.com/hx58t
http://www.caedes.net/
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FreeSnap, which you can download from PC World's site: 

http://tinyurl.com/yw6jkl 

Once you launch this utility, you can use various keyboard shortcuts (see below) 

to snap the top, left, right, or bottom edges of the active window to the edge of the 

screen. To undo the effect, just repeat the shortcut.  

FreeSnap also lets you use a keyboard shortcut to toggle between maximized and 

restore mode. 

The window sizing keys on the NUMERIC KEYPAD are: 

1. Windows Key + Up Arrow (8)            snap top window edge 

2. Windows Key + Down Arrow (2)       snap bottom window edge 

3. Windows Key + Left Arrow (4)          snap left window edge 

4. Windows Key + Right Arrow (6)        snap right window edge 

With the Windows Key depressed: the Home (7), End (1), PgUP (9), and PgDn 

(3) keys move a window to the corresponding corner of the screen without 

resizing the window.  

If you think about it, the number-pad makes an easy template for remembering 

how to size and move windows. The arrow keys (8, 2, 4, 6) size windows, and the 

corner keys (7,9,1,3) move windows to the corner of the screen. 

The "5" key on the number-pad centers the window on the screen without resizing 

it.  The number-pad "Enter" key will maximize the window when it is normal 

(restore) size and vice-versa. The "0" key will minimizes the window. 

FreeSnap has a undo as well. If you repeat the last command, it will undo that 

command. 

For Laptop Users: FreeSnap has an alternate set of keys that are more suitable for 

laptop users. The keys are: 

1. Windows Key + I            snap top window edge 

2. Windows Key + K          snap bottom window edge 

3. Windows Key + J            snap left window edge 

4. Windows Key + L          snap right window edge 

5. Windows Key + T          move window to top-left corner 

6. Windows Key + G          move window to bottom-left corner 

7. Windows Key + Y          move window to top-right corner 

8. Windows Key + H          move window to bottom-right corner 

9. Windows Key + C          center window 

10. Windows Key + Z          grow window 

11. Windows Key + X          shrink window 

The key layout corresponds to the window edge and movement. The IKJL keys 

form a T much like the cursor arrow keys. The TGYH keys form a "block" where 

each corner corresponds to the window movement. 

http://tinyurl.com/yw6jkl
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You can start and stop FreeSnap by using the menu items. The only indication 

that FreeSnap has started is the brief banner that appears when you start it.  There 

is no tray icon. The installation automatically places a shortcut to FreeSnap in the 

Startup folder.  You can delete the shortcut if you don't want FreeSnap to start 

automatically. 

Memory Lane - The Fifties   
Many of us are nostalgic for the time of our youth or our young adult years 

(except for the Korean War, of course).  Take a trip back in time to the decade of 

the fifties by visiting this site. www.fiftiesweb.com. 

Microsoft Installer Cleanup Utility   
Use this utility only AFTER you have attempted and failed to UNINSTALL a 

program that could not be uninstalled by using Windows Add/Remove program 

or any uninstall feature that came with the target program. 

Microsoft has updated the Windows Installer CleanUp Utility. With the utility, 

you can remove a program's Windows Installer configuration information. You 

may want to remove the Windows Installer configuration information for your 

program if you experience installation (Setup) problems. For example, you may 

have to remove a program's Windows Installer configuration information if you 

have installation problems when you try to add (or remove) a component of your 

program that was not included when you first installed your program.  

The Windows Installer CleanUp Utility does not perform the following functions:  

• Remove Windows Installer  

• Remove files of any programs that are installed by Windows Installer, such as 

Microsoft Office 2003 

The Windows Installer CleanUp Utility does perform the following functions: 

• Provides a dialog box in which you can select one or more programs that were 

installed by Windows Installer. To do this, select the programs that you want in 

the Installed Products list in the Windows Installer CleanUp dialog box. After you 

make this selection, the utility removes only the Windows Installer configuration 

information that is related to those programs.   

• Removes the files and registry settings that make up the Windows Installer 

configuration information for programs that you select  

If you use this utility to remove the Windows Installer configuration information 

for your program and you plan to reinstall the program, you should reinstall the 

program in the same folder where you originally installed it. This prevents 

duplication of files on your hard disk or disks. 

http://support.microsoft.com/kb/290301/en-us 

Mouse Navigation on the Web 

http://www.fiftiesweb.com/
http://support.microsoft.com/kb/290301/en-us
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Navigate the Web: Your mouse wheel can also replace your Forward and Back 

buttons in your Web browser. In Internet Explorer, Firefox, and Opera, hold 

down Shift as you rotate the wheel forward or back and your browser moves 

ahead or back one link. 

Our Immediate Environs 89134   
Curious about the statistical data concerning your fellow Las Vegans who share 

space with you in zip code 89134? What are the stats for your old home town? 

Check out the zip codes for the residences of other members of your family. 

http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=89134 

Paper Copy of Your Address Book   
1. Open your Email Client.  

2. Open your Address Book.  

3. Select the names you want to copy to a Word document.  

4. To select contiguous files, click on the first name in your series, hold down 

on the SHIFT key and click on the last name.  

5. To select non-contiguous files, click on one of the names, hold down on the 

CTRL key and continue clicking on the other names. 

6. Right-click on one of the selected files and then left-click on COPY.  

7. Close your Email Client.  

8. Open Word.  

9. In the text area, right-click and when the context menu appears, select 

PASTE.  

10. A Microsoft Word dialog box may appear.  If it does, click OK.  

11. On the Toolbar, find the Columns icon and choose either two or three 

columns.  

12. You are now ready to print your address book list.  

Photoshop Lookalike (Free)   
Open Source software has never been known for its photo processing prowess. 

Until now, that is. Gimpshop is an exceedingly powerful Photoshop lookalike that 

has far more features than you, or most people you know, will ever use. If you're 

looking to do something as simple as touch up photos, or something far more 

sophisticated, like work in multiple layers, it has the tools you need. 

http://tinyurl.com/2vxpln 

Remind Yourself 
Remind yourself of important dates with MiniMinder. This small program 

reminds you of special events and dates. You can create weekly, monthly, yearly 

http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=89134
http://tinyurl.com/2vxpln


Page 53 of 81 

and one-time-only events. Schedule reminders. 

http://www.vellosoft.com/miniminder/index.html 

Shredding Your Private Data   
AbsoluteShield File Shredder lets you permanently remove files and folders from 

your system easily without the possibility of data recovery by someone else.  

Many people believe that by emptying the Recycle Bin of deleted files that they 

have made it impossible for anyone to retrieve those files.  Not true! Anyone 

armed with data retrieval software can recover your most private files unless they 

have been overwritten on your hard drive. This shredder tool is integrated with 

Windows and you can start shredding selected folders and files by right-clicking 

on them and selecting AbsoluteShield File Shredder from Windows explorer.  

http://tinyurl.com/fy8t7 

Spell Check for Outlook Express   
If you don't have Microsoft Word installed on your computer, then you do not 

have a built-in spell checker in Outlook Express. 

Spell Checker for OE integrates with Outlook Express to help you catch those 

pesky typos and misspellings. http://tinyurl.com/ysnvyu 

Stitching Your Digital Photographs   
This impressive FREE technological tool can bring panoramic photography 

within reach of anyone with a digital camera. The tool is called AutoStitch and 

can be found at the Web address hyperlink at the bottom of this file.  

The download is a development prototype demo, not a finished product by any 

means, but it works as described on the website.  The program automatically 

discovers and 'stitches' together overlapping photos from a group of photos, and 

creates a panoramic output file.  It can combine photos horizontally and 

vertically. 

It requires no installation, and the single executable is quite small (700kb), 

considering what it does. 

The demo has a very simple user interface (except for the options, which can be 

ignored). 

Check out the web site, but those with a dial-up connection should be prepared to 

spend a lot of time there - it's mostly all graphics. 

There seems to be only two major requirements in taking the digital photos - they 

must overlap and they must be taken from a single point of view (position).  The 

process will even work if some of the photos were taken with slightly different 

zoom settings! http://www.cs.ubc.ca/~mbrown/autostitch/autostitch.html 

Upcoming Daily Events Reminder   

http://www.vellosoft.com/miniminder/index.html
http://tinyurl.com/fy8t7
http://tinyurl.com/ysnvyu
http://www.cs.ubc.ca/~mbrown/autostitch/autostitch.html
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MiniMinder is the great date reminder program that gives an attractive daily 

countdown to any upcoming events which you've chosen to track. It's designed to 

be small and unobtrusive, but how you size it and where you put it is entirely up 

to you. If you start up your computer every day, MiniMinder is there for you with 

your reminders each time you reach the desktop. If you're the type of user whose 

computer is always on, MiniMinder can be minimized to the system tray, where it 

uses the absolute minimum of system resources. When the new day arrives, so 

will your helpful reminder, displaying itself until you send it back to the tray. 

The beauty of MiniMinder is in the simplicity of the design with a very short 

learning curve. Find the program at: http://tinyurl.com/a2ywz 

What's a Dollar Worth?   
Have you ever wondered how much your money would have been worth in a 

different time? Well, now you can find out with this handy calculator! This is 

basically an inflation calculator 

The years you can insert into the formula range between 1913 and 2007 and you 

can set it for any amount of money. Above the calculator, there are two links that 

will lead you to information on the CPI (Consumer Price Index) for the 

calculator's database. If you scroll down past the calculator, you will find some 

examples on how to use the calculator. It also gives you a good idea on how to 

correlate the information to different topics. http://tinyurl.com/1py6 

Listen To A Good Book   
Google is working away at its book-scanning project. And some publishers are 

putting book excerpts on the Internet. But not many seniors want to read a book 

on a computer monitor. It's not good for your eyes. 

At this site, you can download and listen to free audio books. You won't find any 

bestsellers, though. All the works are in the public domain. 

You will be impressed with the audio files' quality. If you're interested in helping, 

you can volunteer to read.  www.librivox.org 

Linkscanner Lite   
Linkscanner lite: Similar to Site Advisor, this add-on performs real-time site 

scanning in search of active attacks from spyware and malware. You can scan a 

given URL on demand, and you can use LinkScanner side-by-side with 

SiteAdvisor. http://tinyurl.com/2olwr7 

Encrypt Any Folder Or File   
This program lets you right-click any file or folder and apply 128-bit AES 

encryption (convert text into code). An encrypted folder or file can be opened 

only by someone holding the "key" or passphrase. http://tinyurl.com/rjsg5 

http://tinyurl.com/a2ywz
http://tinyurl.com/1py6
http://www.librivox.org/
http://tinyurl.com/2olwr7
http://tinyurl.com/rjsg5
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Zoom-In/Zoom-Out On Your Web Pages   
This free program installs two buttons on the Toolbar of your Internet Explorer 

browser. One looks like a plus sign, the other like a minus sign. One lets you 

zoom in to make your Web pages look bigger, the other zooms out to make them 

smaller. You also have the ability to do this with right-clicks as well. Whether 

you need things bigger for easy reading or smaller to pack in more information, 

the program can make your Web reading easier.  http://tinyurl.com/jyttn 

Chasing The Best Fares   
Unfortunately, there are a lot of airline and hotel sites to search. And searching 

each individually is time-consuming. But Yahoo!'s Farechase speeds up the 

search by doing the legwork for you. It can save you a bundle – not to mention 

some time. Visit Farechase before you buy plane tickets or rent a hotel room. It 

can save you money, too. And what's better than that? www.farechase.yahoo.com 

How's the traffic?   
You want to take in one of the shows on the Strip. There's just one obstacle to 

overcome before you can kick back and relax: traffic. Driving back and forth 

between Sun City Blvd. and the Strip can be a grind and can be especially tedious 

if you don't know what to expect in terms of current traffic conditions. 

Traffic.com will show you what the traffic is like in the Las Vegas Valley (and in 

49 other metro areas). See which roads are busy or are getting busier. That way, 

you can plan alternate routes. 

You can also save your searches once you register. When you return to the site, 

you can get a quick, personal traffic report. In addition, you can even have traffic 

reports sent to you via email, cell phone, or regular phone. www.traffic.com 

McAfee Site Advisor   
McAfee offers a free browser plug-in that works with Mozilla Firefox and 

Microsoft Internet Explorer. SiteAdvisor puts a little rectangular button in the 

bottom corner of the browser. If a site you're visiting is safe (i.e., free of spyware, 

spam, and scams), the SiteAdvisor button stays green. When you visit a 

questionable Web site the button turns red or yellow (depending on the risk level) 

and a little balloon expands with details on why SiteAdvisor has rated the site as 

such. 

SiteAdvisor ratings are based on threats that include software downloads loaded 

with adware or spyware, malicious code embedded in Web pages, phishing 

attempts and scams, and the amount of spam that a registered user gets. 

http://www.siteadvisor.com/ 

Strip Your Email   

http://tinyurl.com/jyttn
http://www.farechase.yahoo.com/
http://www.traffic.com/
http://www.siteadvisor.com/
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When you receive an email message that has been forwarded to you from another 

computer, it is not unusual for the text to have pesky >> characters embedded in 

it, generally after each line.  This little program (only 171 KB) is not only FREE, 

but will rid the message of all the unnecessary and distracting >> characters. And 

it does its work quickly and in three easy steps. You will definitely want to use 

this tool, particularly if you plan to forward the message on to a friend. 

http://www.aboutlyrics.com/Software/Download/emailStripper.php 

A Free Office Suite   
OpenOffice.org is a free suite of office products. It includes word processing, 

spreadsheet, presentation and drawing programs. You can open and save in a 

variety of popular formats: Microsoft Office, PDF, HTML and others. The 

programs have the same look and feel as Microsoft Office, so there's no big 

learning curve. It's a 93 MB file. Dial-up users can expect at least a 2-hour 

download. Cox Cable and Embarq DSL users will have to wait about 20 minutes.  

http://www.openoffice.org/ 

Movies Playing In Our Area   
This site will tell you what movies are playing in nearby theaters and provide you 

with a review of each. www.moviefone.com 

PDF Files Can be Read to You   
If you have limited vision or a Portable Document Format (PDF) file has print too 

small to read without straining your eyes, you can have Adobe's Acrobat Reader 

read the contents of your documents to you.  

You need to make sure you have a couple things on your computer in order for 

this process to work. You must have Adobe Acrobat Reader 6.0 or higher 

installed on your computer and you must have a speaker connected to your 

computer with the volume turned on.  

Just follow the steps below. 

1. Open any PDF file that you want to read.  

2. If you want Acrobat Reader to read the complete PDF file, press Ctrl + 

Shift + B and it will start to read the file. 

3. If you want Acrobat Reader to read a selected page, click on the page you 

want to hear and press Ctrl + Shift + V. It will then read only the page you 

have selected. 

4. To pause the reading, press Ctrl + Shift + C. To continue reading from a 

pause, press the same combination of keys again and it will start back up.  

5. To stop the reading, press Ctrl + Shift + E.  

Note: Adobe Acrobat Reader will only read the contents if the PDF file is in 

English.  

http://www.aboutlyrics.com/Software/Download/emailStripper.php
http://www.openoffice.org/
http://www.moviefone.com/
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Useless Information Site   
This site offers a collection of "Useless Information - Stuff you never needed to 

know but your life would be incomplete without." Actually, it's a fascinating 

journey through history, science and trivia that has attracted thousands of readers 

and won a boatload of awards. Read the true story of the Flubber Fiasco, learn 

about Mike the Headless Chicken, and the truth about Electric Pickles at the 

Useless Information site. http://home.nycap.rr.com/useless/ 

Stop Phishing   
Phishing is on the rise. Hardly a day goes by when you don't hear about sites that 

try to steal your information. In case you're unfamiliar with the term "phishing," it 

refers to sites that mimic legitimate sites. The creators hope to trick you into 

disclosing information such as user name and password. It used to be easy to tell 

these sites from the real thing. Bad grammar and typos were dead giveaways. But 

this isn't the case anymore. Phishers have gotten good. 

That's why you need to know about SpoofStick. It is just one more tool in your 

arsenal against malicious Web sites. Download the SpoofStick toolbar for Firefox 

or Internet Explorer. It shows you what site you're visiting. If it isn't the site you 

think you're visiting, you know to hightail it out of there –fast! 

www.spoofstick.com 

Link to Online References   
This site will give you convenient links to popular online Almanacs, Calculators, 

Dictionaries, Directories, Encyclopedias, Historic Documents, Quotations, 

Statistics, and Thesauri. This is a site that you will want to have as a Favorite. 

http://www.libraryspot.com 

On-Line Medical Reference   
The Merck manual is one of the most respected sources of medical information. 

It's also one of the best-selling medical texts around. Now you can access the 

Merck Manual online for free. You can search by disease or condition in a 

number of categories. Then pull up the information you need to understand the 

condition and treatment. There are also multimedia presentations. Access videos 

of medical procedures, audio files and photographs. Additionally, animations will 

help you understand specific concepts. You can view anatomical drawings and 

read about medical tests. Then, once you're done, learn how to pronounce all the 

difficult medical terms! www.merck.com/mmhe 

The Free Dictionary   
This resource includes nine dictionaries, including medical, computing, legal, and 

financial, as well as idioms and acronyms. http://www.thefreedictionary.com/ 

http://home.nycap.rr.com/useless/
http://www.spoofstick.com/
http://www.libraryspot.com/
http://www.merck.com/mmhe
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/
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Find Residual Personal Information   
If you have ever ordered anything online, or registered with a Web site or two,  

this little application that can sniff out residual personal information left on your 

PC from past online transactions. It's called Find My Credit Card and after you 

see it in action, you may be amazed by the amount of residual information 

(passwords, credit card numbers, your physical address, etc.) it can find on your 

PC. It presents this information in a list where you can pick and choose what you 

want to remove. 

This is a great way to ensure that personal information that has been left behind 

doesn't find its way into some devious third party's hands. Personal information 

like this has been long sought after and it can be a huge component for identity 

theft. The creators of malware want this information and if they manage to 

infiltrate your system, there's a good chance they are going to scan your PC 

looking for this data. By eliminating this information first, you will mitigate the 

amount of potential damage and loss of personal and sensitive information to 

these eager data voyeurs. http://tinyurl.com/296t2o 

Split Screen Search Engine   
Gahoo!Yoogle splits a browser screen in two and shows search results from both 

Google and Yahoo. http://www.gahooyoogle.com/ 

Avoid Phishing Attacks   
TrustToolbar works with Microsoft Internet Explorer to help you avoid phishing 

attacks by identifying the company behind the Web site you visit. The user's 

TrustToolbar Plug-in retrieves the digital certificate from a commercial directory, 

validates its integrity, and displays its contents on the secure TrustToolbar 

interface.  

TrustToolbar offers these unique features: 

Provides you with the critical information you really need about the website: 

When you go into a physical shop you take for granted that you know who they 

are, where they are, and who to contact if something goes wrong. The Internet 

does not provide this level of visibility. All we see are pixels on our screens. 

TrustToolbar tells us everything we need to know about the website by 

identifying and providing a wealth of information on the company behind the 

website. TrustToolbar provides you with the visibility in the online world that we 

long experienced in the virtual world. 

Creates a safer online shopping experience by providing security and protection 

against fraudsters. By providing you with the identity of the company behind the 

website, you know who you are dealing with! TrustToolbar provides you with a 

http://tinyurl.com/296t2o
http://www.gahooyoogle.com/
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wealth of additional defenses against typical attacks that may be mounted by 

fraudsters. 

Gives you added confidence when shopping online. Not only does TrustToolbar 

identify who is behind a website but also displays the methods of card payment 

the website has been authorized to accept by the card payment issuer, for example 

Visa, MasterCard, Amex, Discover, JCB, Diners Club. Display of such payment 

logos are always displayed in the same place on TrustToolbar - just like the 

physical world where the shop must display the payment logos in certain standard 

places.  http://www.shareup.com/TrustToolbar-download-33207.html 

Search Google, Yahoo, and MSN All at Once   
Jux2 searches on Google, Yahoo, and MSN at the same time. 

http://www.jux2.com/ 

Online Reference Librarian   
In a library, if you don't know where to look for a reference book, you go to the 

Reference Librarian. On the Internet, if you don't know where to look for 

answers, you go to Refdesk.com. At first glance, the sheer amount of useful links 

on the Refdesk home page can be overwhelming. But it's really quite well 

organized and useful.  http://www.refdesk.com 

Viewers for Microsoft's Applications   
It's pretty annoying to get a file that you can't read. Microsoft doesn't want you to 

be left out, so it's got free viewers for Excel, PowerPoint, and Word.  

Click on these hyperlinks to download the viewer. 

Excel: http://tinyurl.com/cup85 

PowerPoint: http://tinyurl.com/6b6g5 

Word: http://tinyurl.com/3qlb4 

Windows Live Safety Center 
Windows Live Safety Center is a free service designed to help ensure the health 

of your PC. It will: Check for and remove viruses; Improve your PC's 

performance; Get rid of junk on your hard disk. 

Go to the Website address listed here and use the full service scan to check 

everything, or turn to the scanners and information in the service centers to meet 

your specific needs.  http://safety.live.com/site/en-US/default.htm 

Home Repair for a Damaged CDROM   
The Toothpaste Cure 

Even if you're careful, CDs can get scratched and become unreliable or 

unreadable. Some users have discovered the Toothpaste Cure. It sounds a bit 

http://www.shareup.com/TrustToolbar-download-33207.html
http://www.jux2.com/
http://www.refdesk.com/
http://tinyurl.com/cup85
http://tinyurl.com/6b6g5
http://tinyurl.com/3qlb4
http://safety.live.com/site/en-US/default.htm
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hokey, but some folks can attest that it  has brought some CDROM disks back to 

life that were thought to be goners. Here's how it works: 

First clean the disk with warm water and mild soap to remove any oils from 

fingerprints or other sources. Dry it with a clean, lint-free towel (micro-fiber 

cloths work best) and see if the disk will work now. If not, bring on the Crest! 

Rub the disk gently with toothpaste (the pasty kind, not a gel) in a RADIAL (not 

circular) motion from the center of the disk to the outside edge. Wash and dry it 

again and see if it's readable. 

Some people report success when using car polish, silver polish, or Rain-X 

instead of toothpaste. The idea is that small scratches are buffed out, and some of 

the polishing agent remains on the disk to fill in any irregularities on the optical 

surface. Due to the chance that the filler may fall out over time and gum up your 

CD/DVD drive, you should make a copy of the repaired disk and discard the 

original. 

It doesn't always work, but it's worth a try when the only alternative is to throw 

away the disk.  

Cash Back for Online Purchases   
If you shop online, you're probably well-versed in the language of coupon codes 

and rebates. But if you haven't heard of Ebates, you might be missing out on 

getting cash back for many of your purchases.  

Ebates is simple to use: Just visit the Ebates Web site and register so that Ebates 

knows where to send your money. Next, search for a store that carries something 

you want to buy, click the store's link from Ebates, and earn up to a 25% cash 

back reward on your purchase. Ebates receives a commission from the more than 

800 stores it partners with and then sends the money on to you.  

Ebates offers a good selection of major retailers, including Macy's, Target, Barnes 

& Noble, Best Buy, and others, and the stores are organized into categories such 

as apparel, books, computer stores, flowers, sporting goods, etc. You also can 

view stores according to the amount of savings you'll receive, which is useful 

because some stores offer greater discounts than others. Ebates will send your 

money in the form of a check or a deposit in your PayPal account if you have one.  

If you decide to try Ebates, Smart Computing magazine recommends using the 

service via the Ebates Web site instead of downloading the service's Moe Money 

Maker software. Although this utility provides Ebates functionality via the 

Desktop, it also raises far too many questions from those in the antispyware 

community to make it worthwhile.  www.ebates.com 

Automatic Windows Sizer   
Some programs open windows that are too small to be useful. AutoSizer lets you 

open these windows at full size: Just set AutoSizer to make certain programs 

http://www.ebates.com/
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always open maximized. AutoSizer sits quietly in your PC's system tray and will 

be loaded automatically at startup. 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,25158,tk,hsx,00.asp 

Analyze End User License Agreements   
End user license agreements (EULAs) are the bane of most computer users. No 

one wants to read through pages and pages of boring text before installing a 

program. And many programs put their license agreements in small print in small 

windows that require lots of scrolling. So many people either skim them or skip 

reading them altogether. But it can be dangerous not to read license agreements. 

License agreements can provide information about the intentions of software, and 

other bundled components. Have you ever installed a program, only to have your 

desktop taken over by advertising? It may have been noted in the license 

agreement that you simply clicked past. If you aren't reading the license 

agreements, you have no idea to what you could be agreeing. You should always 

read license agreements before agreeing to them. But now there's a way of 

making that much easier. 

EULAlyzer can analyze license agreements in seconds, and provide a detailed 

listing of potentially interesting words and phrases. Discover if the software 

you're about to install displays pop-up ads, transmits personally identifiable 

information, uses unique identifiers to track you, or much much more.  

When installing software, never just click past the license agreement. Copy and 

Paste it into EULAlyzer, and EULAlyze it!  

http://www.javacoolsoftware.com/eulalyzer.html 

3000 On-line Merchandize Catalogues   
At this site you will find thousands of the best mail order catalogs and online 

shopping sites from around the world, all in one place! Shop through all these 

great catalog sites, offering millions of products from over 3,000 merchants, with 

easy online shopping.  

Browse through the category listings and find the catalog sites, or online shops 

you want to visit, and go directly through to each catalog's website. Shop, or 

order a copy of their print catalog through their site, and browse to your heart's 

content. Or call their customer service number and order a copy of their catalog 

directly from each Catalog Company. With over 150 different shopping 

categories to choose from, you can always find your favorite catalogs, or search 

for catalogs that match your interests, or find new ones to enjoy!  

An internal search engine can be used to find the name of the catalog or category 

you are looking for, if you can't find it listed under the catalog listings.  

http://www.catalogsfroma-z.com/ 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,25158,tk,hsx,00.asp
http://www.javacoolsoftware.com/eulalyzer.html
http://www.catalogsfroma-z.com/


Page 62 of 81 

Schedule Your Email Message for Later   
There are times when you need to send an email on a certain date and at a certain 

time, but for one reason or another that's just not always possible. If so, step into 

the TimeCave.  Write your message, store it at the TimeCave, and your email will 

be sent out on the date and at the time that you designate. Use it to send reminders 

to yourself, as well as for birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, and other occasions. 

The service is free for two messages per day; $12 per year for unlimited messages 

and to remove advertising that appears at the bottom of messages. 

http://www.timecave.com/timecave/index.jsp 

Control Open Windows   
EscapeClose will close or minimize any active window with the press of a button. 

It has several modes. Mode 1 will move the cursor to the upper right-hand corner 

of the active window when the Escape key is pressed. Click the mouse and the 

window will close. Mode 2 will close the active window when the Escape key is 

pressed. Activate the tilde (~) to minimize an active window. 

http://www.sanapesoft.com/escapeclose.htm 

Free Avery Labels Software   
A Free version of Avery label software has a lot of features for being free. 

Customize and print professional looking labels, cards, dividers and more in 

minutes! More than 2,200 pre-designed Avery Templates are available. Import 

your own graphics or use the 3,400 images that are included. Includes step-by-

step project wizard, built-in photo editing, mail merge, text curving and more. 

http://tinyurl.com/7mma 

A New Taskbar   
This free utility replaces the Windows Taskbar, finding a better way to access 

shortcuts. ObjectDock displays the icons of the currently running applications so 

you can quickly switch among them. It also holds icons that launch your favorite 

programs. The application magnifies the icons and displays the window title as 

your cursor passes over it, which helps you find what you need even when you're 

running numerous applications at once. An attractive clock rounds out the toolbar, 

rendering the standard Windows Taskbar obsolete. The tiny utility offers a dozen 

attractive skins. The program also features options for slow computers that 

degrade animation quality to save resources. The program does lack a system 

tray, and uninstalling it left a number of files. ObjectDock will appeal to users 

who are bored with the standard Taskbar. 

http://www.download.com/ObjectDock/3000-2341_4-10210264.html 

View Programs Running at Startup   

http://www.timecave.com/timecave/index.jsp
http://www.sanapesoft.com/escapeclose.htm
http://tinyurl.com/7mma
http://www.download.com/ObjectDock/3000-2341_4-10210264.html
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StartupRun displays the list of applications that are launched automatically when 

Windows boots. For each application, additional information is displayed in order 

to allow you to easily identify the applications that are loaded at Windows 

startup. if StartupRun identifies a spyware or adware program that runs at startup, 

it automatically highlights it in pink color. In addition, you are allowed to edit, 

disable, enable and delete the selected startup entries. You can also save the list of 

startup items into a text or HTML file. 

http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/strun.html 

Defrag RAM   
FreeRAM XP frees and defragments your computer's random access memory. As 

you use your computer, open applications, surf the Internet, and navigate 

Windows, your system's memory usually decreases. FreeRAM XP Pro frees up 

this memory, thereby increasing system response time, stability, speed, and 

efficiency.  

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,22441,tk,hsx,00.asp 

Is Your Firewall Working?   
You can test your firewall's ability to prevent common "phone home" attacks--- 

the insidious "attack from within" used by some malware--- with the free 

"Leaktest". http://www.grc.com/lt/leaktest.htm. 

Microsoft's Video Screen Saver   
The Microsoft Video Screensaver includes sample movie footage that gives you a 

surprisingly new view of countries all over the world. Every language release has 

its own video that shows you in a new and surprising way what living in these 

countries may look like. This international version represents a compilation of 

some of the best scenes from several country-specific releases. 

You can either choose to play the default video or your own private selection of 

your favorite home videos. Simply point the Microsoft Video Screensaver in the 

configuration dialog to a custom video folder and you can play your own video 

files or links to these video files from that folder - either randomly or in 

sequential order. 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=6405FF4F-9BC4-

40DD-AA30-ED4FFE02BAAC&displaylang=en 

Sharing Files with Others   
Tired of having to burn tons of photos onto piles of CDs for family mailings?  

Setup your own private peer-to-peer (P2P) shared drive network, and eliminate 

the middleman. All group activity is authenticated and encrypted for security--no 

http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/strun.html
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,22441,tk,hsx,00.asp
http://www.grc.com/lt/leaktest.htm
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=6405FF4F-9BC4-40DD-AA30-ED4FFE02BAAC&displaylang=en
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=6405FF4F-9BC4-40DD-AA30-ED4FFE02BAAC&displaylang=en
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outsiders allowed. Once you create groups, the included files are swapped only 

among invitees. Even then, you designate the files you want to share. 

Minimum Requirements: 

Download size is 2.0 MB.  

Microsoft .Net 1.1. If necessary, it will be automatically installed 

PC running Windows XP and 2000 (Windows 98 and ME are not supported).  

500 MHz Pentium III class processor or better, 256 MB RAM minimum.  

Broadband Internet connection -- DSL, cable modem, LAN, etc.  

Latest Windows service packs recommended.  

http://www.grouper.com 

Clipboard Buddy   
If you use the same text over and over, you probably have it in a Word file that 

you have to open so you can copy and paste it elsewhere. Clipboard Buddy 

removes a step by letting you save data directly to your Clipboard. Even if you 

shut down your system, your saved text (or rich text or images) stays put on the 

Clipboard. Clipboard Buddy saves up to twenty of your most recent Clipboard 

items. 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,25157,tk,hsx,00.asp 

Microsoft Knowledge Base Articles   
How would you like to be notified every time Microsoft publishes a new 

Knowledge Base article regarding the particular applications that concern you 

most? KbAlertz.com does just that. The site scans Microsoft's Knowledge Base 

daily for new or updated articles, and sends out an e-newsletter when anything 

changes. Sign up for free and specify the Microsoft products that you want to be 

kept apprised of--operating systems, Office applications, e-mail clients, and other 

software: http://www.kbalertz.com/ 

Programs Running In Background   
Autoruns shows you what programs are running "in the background" during 

system bootup or login. These programs include ones in your startup folder, 

msconfig, and other Registry keys. There are a lot of programs running at startup. 

You will be able to see how much you can increase the speed of your boot up 

time. Always backup first before making changes. Autoruns works on all versions 

of Windows.  http://www.sysinternals.com/utilities/autoruns.html 

Merriam-Webster on Your Desktop   
Fast, free and handy, Merriam Webster's Concise Dictionary will quickly become 

an essential tool on your desktop. Just double-click any word you come across 

online or in local documents to look it up. You also can place a search box into 

http://www.grouper.com/
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,25157,tk,hsx,00.asp
http://www.kbalertz.com/
http://www.sysinternals.com/utilities/autoruns.html
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your title bar to search for words on the fly. The most common definitions are 

returned first, but more are a click away. You also can enhance the dictionary 

with your own words or imported lists in text format. Wordsmiths, students, and 

other curious minds will find Merriam Webster's Concise Dictionary very helpful. 

http://www.download.com/Merriam-Webster-s-Concise-Dictionary/3000-

2279_4-10059666.html?tag=txt 

Keyboard Remapping   
Remap your keyboard with KeyTweak. This utility lets you change the function 

of almost any key. (Note: This software may not work with some wireless 

keyboards.) 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23203,tk,hsx,00.asp 

One Click Reference Desk   
To look up information with 1-Click Answers, you just Alt+click on a word, 

anywhere it appears, in any program on your computer. You also can use the tiny 

search box that appears above the system tray to enter terms directly. The window 

pops up instantly, usually showing a dictionary definition in the main tab as well 

as other related information (for example, city and town names bring up maps, 

weather reports, and sometimes even travel tips). The program consumes 7MB of 

memory. Professional researchers and students may find the quick, focused 

results valuable. http://www.download.com/1-Click-Answers/3000-2366_4-

10060189.html?tag=txt 

Keep Dialup Connection Open   
Do you need a program that will click every 5 to 500 seconds, no matter if you 

are at the computer or not. XU Mouse does this. You can set it to click every 10 

seconds and keep your Internet connection alive. This simple little program 

comes in handy from time to time.  

http://downloads.csnnow.com/marchtopfive.html 

Google Desktop Search   
Google Desktop Search is how our brains would work if we had photographic 

memories. It's a desktop search application that provides full text search over 

your email, computer files, chats and web pages you've viewed. By making your 

computer searchable, Desktop Search puts your information easily within your 

reach and frees you from having to manually organize your files, emails and 

bookmarks.  

After you download Google Desktop Search, the application creates an index of 

all your searchable information and stores it on your computer, allowing you to 

search your personal items as easily as you search the Internet using Google. 

Unlike traditional computer search software that updates once a day, Desktop 

http://www.download.com/Merriam-Webster-s-Concise-Dictionary/3000-2279_4-10059666.html?tag=txt
http://www.download.com/Merriam-Webster-s-Concise-Dictionary/3000-2279_4-10059666.html?tag=txt
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23203,tk,hsx,00.asp
http://www.download.com/1-Click-Answers/3000-2366_4-10060189.html?tag=txt
http://www.download.com/1-Click-Answers/3000-2366_4-10060189.html?tag=txt
http://downloads.csnnow.com/marchtopfive.html
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Search updates continually for most file types; when you receive a new email in 

Outlook, for example, you can search for it within seconds. 

Google Desktop Search also introduces new ways to access information, 

organizing email search results into conversations so that all messages in the 

same thread are grouped into a single search result, and keeping "cached" copies 

of everything you see, so that you can view older versions of documents and web 

pages even if you're not online. http://desktop.google.com/ 

Google Deskbar   
What is the Google Deskbar? What does it do? 

The Google Deskbar is a Windows application that lets you search using Google 

anytime your computer is on and connected to the Internet -- even when your 

browser isn't running. Google startup search puts a search box in the Windows 

taskbar at the bottom of your screen and displays your search results in a small 

pane that rises above it. It provides instant access to information on the web, no 

matter what application you're using. 

Google Deskbar. Google Toolbar. What's the difference?  

The Google Deskbar and the Google Toolbar are distinct applications that have 

much in common. Both work from within other applications. Both make it easier 

to find a Google search box when you need it. Both have seven letters and end in 

"bar." However the Google Deskbar lives on your desktop, while the Google 

Toolbar lives in your browser. And though each offers Google search, they have 

distinct features (described below) that set them apart.  

If I already use the Google Toolbar, do I need a Google Deskbar? 
If one has bread, does one need butter? The Google Deskbar is the perfect 

complement to the Google Toolbar. There are likely to be times you need 

information when your browser is not open. In those cases, the Google Deskbar's 

keyboard commands give you instant access to a Google search without requiring 

you to lift your hands from the keyboard. For example, you can use the Google 

calculator feature to evaluate an expression by typing Control+Alt+G to place 

your cursor in the Google Deskbar, entering your expression, and pressing Enter 

to see your answer. Or, you can look up a definition from within your word 

processing program by typing Control+Alt+G to place your cursor in the Deskbar 

search box and then typing Control+D to display definitions for your highlighted 

term that Google has found on the Web.  http://toolbar.google.com/deskbar/ 

Access Store Coupons Online   
If you're looking for the best deals online, you will want to consider this site. At 

CouponCabin they spend their days searching consumer emails, online forums, 

blogs, merchant sites and even the Sunday newspaper looking for those elusive 

coupon codes e-tailers release to their "special customers". In total, they monitor 

http://desktop.google.com/
http://toolbar.google.com/deskbar/
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discounts to more than 700 online stores, sort through 1,100 weekly e-mails and 

update their directory daily. 

For their best coupon code findings delivered to your inbox, sign up for 

CouponCabin's weekly newsletter. Sent on Mondays, the e-mail is packed with 

very best coupons and deals for the week.  www.couponcabin.com 

Best Prices for Flights, Hotels & Car Rentals   
You can find great travel deals online, whether directly through the airlines and 

hotels themselves or through third-party travel sites. But to find the best deals, it 

pays to check as many sites as possible to find the lowest prices. Enter SideStep, 

an invaluable service that combs through data from travel providers (including 

Holiday Inn Hotels & Resorts, JetBlue Airways, and others), online agencies 

(such as Orbitz), and consolidators (such as Hotels.com) to find the best possible 

deals. If you're a diehard fan of Expedia, Travelocity, or another travel site, you 

can compare SideStep's choices directly against results from those sites, so you'll 

know who really has the lowest fares. Then, when you find a price you like, you 

can click the result to go directly to the Web site of that particular provider or 

agency.  http://www.sidestep.com 

Online Data Storage   
Unless you carry a USB (Universal Serial Bus) thumb drive, it can be tough to 

carry large, important files and programs with you everywhere you go. But with 

an online storage service, you can leave these files online and access them from 

any computer with an Internet connection. For free storage, Yahoo! Briefcase is 

the place to go. You can store up to 30MB of data with each account, which 

means if you have multiple accounts, you can easily have more than 100MB of 

free storage for anything you need to store. Accessing Yahoo! Briefcase is a 

breeze: Simply surf to its home page and enter your Yahoo! username and 

password. Adding files requires only a few clicks, and you can upload up to 5MB 

(from up to six files) at a time. You can even share your files with other Yahoo! 

users by listing those to whom you'd like to grant access. 

http://briefcase.yahoo.com 

Make Your Taskbar Transparent   
No matter how inspiring the desktop wallpaper, the Windows taskbar sits at the 

bottom of the screen, dour and blue. Transbar harnesses the Alpha Transparency 

feature in Windows XP to let you tweak the transparency level of your taskbar. 

You can make the taskbar completely see-through, letting it blend with your 

desktop. 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_download.asp?fid=24157&fileidx=1 

http://www.couponcabin.com/
http://www.sidestep.com/
http://briefcase.yahoo.com/
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_download.asp?fid=24157&fileidx=1
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Dictionary of Computer Terms   
Beginners and intermediate users are frequently frustrated by the "foreign" 

language of the computer world.  With this Website installed as a Favorite, you 

will be able to access a definition of a computer term that will explain things in 

"plain English".   http://www.pcwebopedia.com/ 

Email Change of Address   
Use this handy, free service for change-of-address email forwarding or when you 

change ISPs. Simply fill out the change-of-address form and then you can notify 

people of your new address or have incoming mail automatically forwarded to 

your new address.   http://www.returnpath.net 

Stop Home Page Hijackers   
This software attempts to remove one of the nastiest browser hijackers on the 

planet: CoolWebSearch, a Trojan that converts your PC into a source of revenue 

for fly-by-night porn sites.  

The Trojan installs dozens of bookmarks to porn sites on your desktop; it also 

adds a toolbar to Internet Explorer and changes your home page without asking. 

And it significantly slows down the performance of your PC, and introduces some 

modifications which cause Windows to freeze, crash or randomly reboot. One of 

its most notable characteristics is its ability to hijack your browser's home page. 

CWShredder is the latest defense against the Cool Web Search variants. 

http://www.intermute.com/spysubtract/cwshredder_download.html 

Bypass the Pro version trial offer and go directly to the Download the stand-alone 

version of CWShredder link! 

Remove Cracker Programs   
Swat It is a Completely FREE program that scans your computer for Trojans, 

Worms, Bots and other Hacker programs. Swat It can detect and remove over 

4000 different Trojan programs plus variants.  

All Product and File Signature Updates are Totally FREE, this means that you 

will never have to pay a single penny to get the very latest version of Swat It or to 

update the File Signatures.   URL: http://swatit.org/ 

Managing Startup Programs   
http://www.mlin.net/StartupCPL.shtml 

Startup Control Panel is a control panel applet (small application) that allows you 

to easily configure which programs run when your computer starts. It's simple to 

use and is very small and won't burden your system. 

Startup Control Panel is compatible with all modern versions of Windows, 

including Windows 95, 98, 98SE, ME, NT 4.0, 2000, and XP. 

http://www.pcwebopedia.com/
http://www.returnpath.net/
http://www.intermute.com/spysubtract/cwshredder_download.html
http://swatit.org/
http://www.mlin.net/StartupCPL.shtml
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The dialog contains six to seven tabs, depending on your system configuration. 

Each tab represents one place where a program can be registered to run at system 

startup. These include:  

Startup (user) - the current user's Startup folder in the Start Menu.  

Startup (common) - the common (all users) Startup folder in the Start Menu. 

Appears only on NT and multi-user Win9x systems.  

HKLM / Run - the Run registry key located in HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE. 

These apply for all users.  

HKCU / Run - the Run registry key located in HKEY_CURRENT_USER. These 

apply for the current user only.  

Services - system services that are started before the user logs in. 

Run Once - started once and once only at the next system startup.  

Deleted - programs go to the Deleted tab when you remove them from another 

location. They will not run at system startup, but will merely be stored should you 

ever want to use them again. If you delete an item from the Deleted tab, it is 

removed permanently.  

Each page contains a list of the programs registered at that location. To 

manipulate them, right-click (or press Shift-F10). You can select multiple items 

using the Shift and Control keys. Options include: 

New... - create a new entry. Note that you can also drag & drop files from My 

Computer or Explorer.  

Edit... - edit an existing entry.  

Delete - delete the currently selected entry.  

Disable / Enable - disable or enable the selected entry. A disabled program will 

appear in the list with a special icon, and will not run at system startup. You can 

also use the checkbox next to an item to enable or disable it.  

Run Now - executes the program now.  

Send To - moves the entry from the current location to another.  

You can also press F5 to refresh the list at any time. 

Email Retrieval & Notification   
ePrompter  automatically and simultaneously checks and retrieves your email 

messages from up to sixteen password protected email accounts AND lets you 

read, delete and respond to any of your messages with a simple click on the 

account of your choice - without ever having to launch your email program or go 

to your webmail's site.  

ePrompter works with AOL, Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo, POP3, Earthlink, Excite, 

iName, Juno, Lycos, Mail.com, Mindspring, MSN, MyWay, Netscape, OneBox, 

Rediffmail, SBC Yahoo, Switchboard, USA.net and hundreds of other email 

domains.  
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ePrompter notifies you which accounts have new messages and how many new 

messages you have in each account, once new messages have been retrieved. 

ePrompter lets you forward and reply back through the account that your 

messages were retrieved from. You can also send original messages through any 

account that you have working on your ePrompter without ever having to launch 

your email program or go to your webmail's site. It also features an address book. 

ePrompter let's you delete unwanted spam or suspicious looking mail - the kind 

that might contain viruses - again without having to launch your email program or 

go to your webmail's site. 

ePrompter notification features include a unique rotating tray icon, the main 

ePrompter screen, audio alerts for new messages, and a choice of five unique 

screensavers that let you know at a glance the number of new messages in each 

account.  

ePrompter has received CNET's highest rating of 5 Stars!  

http://www.eprompter.com/ 

Fast Maximize 
When you want to maximize a window or make it less than maximized, you 

probably try to click one of the little buttons in the upper right-hand corner of 

your screen. Sometimes it is difficult to reach these resizing tools and you end up 

fumbling while trying to place your mouse pointer on the correct button. Next 

time, double-click the big title bar that appears across the top of each window. 

This action will cause your window to change from maximized to restored or 

from restored to maximized. 

Pastels For Pointers 
If you enjoy wireless optical mousing, try using a white mouse pad or a light-

colored surface for your mouse maneuvers. Why? Because the IR (infrared) 

transmitter/ receiver in the mouse consumes less power when reading a light-

colored surface; this can almost double the life of its batteries. 

Protection from Phishing Scams   
Phishing emails differ in their specifics, but they all share a few common traits.  

First, they appear to come from a legitimate company, using the same graphics 

you'd expect to see at the company's site.  Second, they try to create a sense of 

urgency, telling recipients that their accounts are about to be suspended or are 

otherwise experiencing major problems. Third, these email messages contain 

forms or links to forms where users are supposed to enter personal information, 

such as an account password or credit card number.  Once you enter the data in 

the form and click Submit, it is sent to the scammer's computer and he can use it 

to steal from you. 

http://www.eprompter.com/
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Take the guesswork out of deciphering Web addresses, by using the FREE 

SpoofStick utility. The program will place a bar at the top of your browser, 

stating, for example, that "You're on ebay.com." 

http://www.corestreet.com/spoofstick 

Double-Check for Viruses   
If your computer has contracted a virus that was missed by your regular anti-virus 

program, you may want to try an online anti-virus application. There are at least 

two good ones that not only find viruses but remove them. They are free. 

Panda Active Scan -- http://www.pandasoftware.com/home/default.asp 

HouseCall -- http://www.trendmicro.com/en/home/us/personal.htm 

Watch for Scams   
Since scams pretty much never die once they get going, you'll find information on 

everything from credit card fraud to spyware, from the infamous Nigerian scam to 

urban legends, from identity theft to viruses. Be sure to subscribe to the free 

weekly newsletter when you visit.  http://www.scambusters.org 

Shop Las Vegas Online   
Do your product and price research online before you tackle the crowded stores 

and malls in Las Vegas.  You can search by store, brands, or categories. 

www.reviewjournal.com/shopping 

Las Vegas Discount Coupons   
This is a huge collection of coupons for buffets, shows, gaming guides, souvenirs 

and over 100 different activities for Las Vegas bound travelers and residents. Just 

head over to the shopping cart page to see the wide selection of coupons, guides, 

and souvenirs the site has to offer. http://www.vegasresource.com/ 

Legal Documents for Seniors   
The older you get, the more legal documents you have in your life. Mortgages, 

wills, leases and general powers of attorney are necessary evils. They can also be 

costly. This site provides access to free legal documents you can prepare on your 

own. More complex documents are available for a fee. This is great for general 

legal documents. However, if the document available does not address all of the 

points you require, contact a lawyer.  http://www.legaldocs.com/ 

Movie Reviews from the Pros   
If you enjoy going to the movies, but don't trust the "reviews" that appear in the 

ads, then check out this site for detailed reviews from such notables as Rolling 

Stones, The New York Times, and Roger Ebert. It also reviews music CDs.  

www.metacritic.com 

http://www.corestreet.com/spoofstick
http://www.pandasoftware.com/home/default.asp
http://www.trendmicro.com/en/home/us/personal.htm
http://www.scambusters.org/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/shopping
http://www.vegasresource.com/
http://www.legaldocs.com/
http://www.metacritic.com/
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Flights Into Las Vegas   
This site will permit you to track airline flights in progress. This is a great 

resource to have stored as a favorite so that you can keep an eye on a flight 

coming into McCarran that has your family or friends on board. 

http://www.cheaptickets.com/trs/cheaptickets/content/travel_tools/main_travel_to

ols.xsl 

This site will provide you with up-to-the-minute departure and arrival times for 

regularly scheduled airline flights that either originate or land in either the United 

States or Canada.  Over 140 airlines are included in this database. 

http://www.flightarrivals.com/cgi-bin/WebObjects/Flights 

Email While On The Road   
This is an excellent site for accessing your email from any other computer 

anywhere in the world.  www.mail2web.com 

Long Distance Phone Service   
Choosing a long distance carrier is as confusing as buying a new computer. There 

are a lot of choices and it's hard to figure out what suits your needs. This site does 

the legwork for you. Enter your state, area code and prefix to find out which 

company has the best deal.  

Also, if you're looking for a new cellular carrier, it'll show you what's available in 

your area. Various payment plans, coverage areas and the latest promotions are 

included.  http://www.phonedog.com/ 

Temporary Internet Files   
Surfing the Web can be a lot of fun, but much of the text and images you see are 

cached (an area of high-speed computer memory used for the temporary storage 

of frequently used data to allow faster access) to your PC. This caching process 

helps to speed your surfing because you don't need to reload Web pages that 

you've already visited. However, all that cached information takes up space on 

your hard drive and can add up to hundreds of megabytes before you know it.  

Curious about the content you're caching? In Internet Explorer, click Tools, then 

Internet Options. Click the Settings button and select View Files. You'll probably 

be shocked to see the number of temporary Internet files that are stored on your 

PC. When you're ready to recover that space, return to the Internet Options dialog 

box, click the Delete Files button, and click OK to complete the deletion. 

Package Shipping   
Have you ever dropped off a package at FedEx and wondered if you could have 

gotten a better deal at UPS or the U.S. Post Office? Those businesses do post their 

prices on the Internet, but you have to surf to each Web site and note the prices. 

http://www.cheaptickets.com/trs/cheaptickets/content/travel_tools/main_travel_tools.xsl
http://www.cheaptickets.com/trs/cheaptickets/content/travel_tools/main_travel_tools.xsl
http://www.flightarrivals.com/cgi-bin/WebObjects/Flights
http://www.mail2web.com/
http://www.phonedog.com/
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You can stop surfing, because everything is consolidated at the Intershipper 

Quick Quote. Enter the weight, your ZIP code and the destination ZIP code. 

You'll receive a list of vendors and prices. You can also compare the differences 

in prices between standard and priority overnight, two-day, three-day and ground. 

http://www.intershipper.com/Shipping/Intershipper/Website/MainPage.jsp 

Check Your Firewall   
How do you know if your firewall is doing its job of keeping the bad stuff out?  

Well, the best way is to test your firewall by having a trusted entity attack it.  

There are people called "white hat hackers" or "sneakers" who can do this for 

you...for a price. Or you can test your firewall yourself for free with Steve 

Gibson's Shields Up. 

Just point your web browser to https://grc.com/x/ne.dll?bh0bkyd2 and click on 

the "Proceed" button.  Then click on the file sharing, common ports, all service 

ports, and messenger spam buttons to test those particular vulnerabilities. 

Once you've tested your firewall[s] with Shields Up--and once you've received a 

clean bill of health--you can pretty much forget about your firewall[s].  It's as 

squared away as it's going to get. 

Home Prices In Neighborhood   
If you are curious about home sale prices in your neighborhood, check out the 

Internet. It's easy to find out what your neighbors paid for their house. In the past, 

homeowners depended on real estate agents for lists of home sales. Now, this 

information is freely available online. 

HomeRadar.com (http://www.homeradar.com ) lets you locate homes that sold 

recently. This site lists the sales price and date, along with the square footage. 

You can modify the search requirements based on proximity and date sold. 

Other sites that offer this type of information are Yahoo! Real Estate 

(http://realestate.yahoo.com/re/homevalues/ ) and Domania 

(http://www.domania.com ). All of the sites are free. 

If you are thinking of relocating away from Sun City, there are a number of Web 

sites to help find a new home. Realtor.com (http://www.realtor.com ) and 

Homes.com (http://www.homes.com/ ) are two easy-to-use sites. 

A9 - A New Search Engine   
The web is easy to use, but using it well is not easy. A9.com is inventing new 

ways to take search one step farther and make it more effective. It provides a 

unique set of powerful features to find information, organize it, and remember 

it—all in one place. A9.com is a powerful search engine, using web search and 

image search results enhanced by Google, Search Inside the Book® results from 

http://www.intershipper.com/Shipping/Intershipper/Website/MainPage.jsp
https://grc.com/x/ne.dll?bh0bkyd2
http://www.homeradar.com/
http://realestate.yahoo.com/re/homevalues/
http://www.domania.com/
http://www.realtor.com/
http://www.homes.com/
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Amazon.com, reference results from GuruNet, movies results from IMDb, and 

more. 

A9.com remembers your information so you don't have to. You can keep your 

own notes about any web page and search them; it is a new way to store and 

organize your bookmarks; it even recommends new sites and favorite old sites 

specifically for you to visit. With the A9 Toolbar installed your web browsing 

history will be saved so you can search through your whole history (and clear 

items you don't want kept). A9.com uses your history to recommend new sites, to 

alert you to new search results, and to let you know the last time you visited a 

page.  www.A9.com 

Automate Tasks with Shortcuts   
Open programs and files with a few strokes on the keyboard. HotKeyz allows you 

to add parameter controls, such as launching your e-mail program and 

automatically composing a new e-mail. Shortcuts are created by using the Ctrl, 

Alt, Shift and Start keys with another key.  

http://www.skynergy.com/hotkeyz.html 

Create a Picture Slide Show   
The Lightning program allows you to create slide shows, screen savers and Web 

pages from your digital pictures. You can add music or narration and change the 

background color. Spruce things up by adding titles, captions and frames. You 

can change the size of the pictures and fonts, too. There is a security feature that 

allows you to password-protect your creations. 

http://www.firehand.com/lightning/index.html 

Lock Your Drive Letters   
The drive letters that Windows assigns automatically to removable hard drives, 

cameras, flash media, and other external storage devices change frequently. 

Consequently, if an application looks for data on a particular drive letter, it may 

not find it.  

To make a drive letter permanent in Windows XP, click on Start, right-click My 

Computer and select Manage, then Disk Management. In the bottom-right pane, 

right-click the bar representing the drive whose letter you want to set. Click 

Change Drive Letter and Paths. Select a drive letter from the menu, and choose 

OK and Yes.  

Games for the Brain   
This site has over 30 games that will stimulate and sharpen your mind...and their 

fun, too!  http://www.gamesforthebrain.com 

Dial Up Dropped Connections   

http://www.a9.com/
http://www.skynergy.com/hotkeyz.html
http://www.firehand.com/lightning/index.html
http://www.gamesforthebrain.com/
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Prevents your dial-up Internet connection from appearing idle to your ISP 

(Internet service provider), thus preventing your service from dropping your 

connection.   http://www.gammadyne.com/conkeep.htm  

Desktop Sidebar   
Desktop Sidebar is a free version of Microsoft Vista's new sidebar feature that 

displays weather information, stock quotes, CPU usage, and other timely 

information. Go to the developer's site for the latest version: 

http://desktopsidebar.com/download.html 

Shortcut Key Explorer 
Shortcut Key Explorer is a slick, free tool that helps you manage all the shortcuts 

you've created to launch applications: http://tinyurl.com/nvfb7 

Splitting A File For Emailing   
Here's the problem: You have a 10MB limit on e-mail attachments with most 

services. But you have a larger file that you would like to send. So, how do you 

send the file? One simple option is to split the file into smaller chunks, a task that 

The File Splitter handles easily. You tell it which file to split and how big you 

want the chunks, and it chops the file up into pieces that you can e-mail. At the 

other end of the process, the recipient runs the program that The File Splitter 

creates, and it automatically "glues" the chunks back together to restore the 

original file.  http://tinyurl.com/gouod 

Screensavers in Motion with Music   
If you'd rather look at warm, clear waters and sandy beaches than snowflakes, 

head to Appleblossom Art and download Beach Tranquility, which displays a 

variety of beach scenes that feature plenty of blue skies, blue water, and palm 

trees. As if that weren't enough to soothe your soul, the screen saver plays music. 

Of course, you won't need to listen to tunes whenever your screen saver turns on; 

you can disable the music feature and change the speed of the program's scene 

transitions by right-clicking your Desktop and selecting Properties, Screen Saver, 

and Settings. All of the Web site's screen savers are free, but the site does link to 

several nonprofit organizations that accept donations.  

http://www.appleblossomart.com 

Catalog Your Disks   
CDVista catalogs your CDs and removable drives. It scans photo CDs and stores 

thumbnail images on your PC. After your CD is scanned, you create a name for 

the CD. This allows you to search for files without having to blindly insert many 

CDs. CDVista can extract meta data contained in audio, Internet and text files. 

http://www.gentibus.com/us/Download.htm 

http://desktopsidebar.com/download.html
http://tinyurl.com/nvfb7
http://tinyurl.com/gouod
http://www.appleblossomart.com/
http://www.gentibus.com/us/Download.htm
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Google Video   
This site boasts a variety of content, including episodes of the highbrow Charlie 

Rose show and such lower-brow fare as Star Trek:Voyager.  Inexplicably, the site 

also offers a bizarre assortment of home videos begging for quality control.  You 

will find a wide range of classic TV (Ed Sullivan, I Love Lucy, the Brady Bunch, 

the Twilight Zone, to name just a few) and sports content.  Videos run from free 

to $4.    www.video.google.com 

Windows Live Safety Center   
WindowsLiveSafetyCenter is a free 90-day trial service designed to help ensure 

the health of your PC. 

Virus and Spyware Scan 

Registry Cleaner Scan 

Disk Cleanup Scan 

Disk Fragmentation Scan 

Open Ports Scan 

Computer Information 

Use the full service scan to check everything, or turn to the scanners and 

information in the service centers to meet your specific needs. 

http://tinyurl.com/oqnd8 

What's Your House Worth?   
Ever wonder what your house is worth?  Now in just a few clicks, you can learn 

the estimated value of your house and the other homes in your neighborhood. 

This real estate information site offers free valuations on more than 60 million 

homes across the United States. You can see the estimated value of your house, 

your neighbor's house, or just about any other home in the country -- whether it's 

for sale or not. These values are updated daily. 

Just enter an address, and you can view not only the valuation, but all of the info 

below for every home in the neighborhood: 

Number of bedrooms, bathrooms, square footage, lot size, stories and year built; 

historical value changes, charted over the past year, five years or ten years; all 

comparable home sales in an area. Sun City homes can be viewed using satellite, 

aerial or parcel views. 

The Website is free, and does not require you to register, subscribe, login or enter 

any personal information.   www.zillow.com 

Create Your Own Radio Station   
Create your own radio station that will play the music that you remember you 

loved. Benny Goodman or Tommy Dorsey, anyone? Just enter an artist's name 

http://www.video.google.com/
http://tinyurl.com/oqnd8
http://www.zillow.com/
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and sit back and enjoy tracks from that artist. For a freebie, it offers lots of nifty 

features. You can add cuts to a favorites page or reject specific tracks, so you 

won't have to hear them again. After a while, Pandora picks up your likes and 

dislikes, and a pattern emerges, making the songs it plays fit your listening style. 

http://www.pandora.com 

Cox Internet's Spam Blocker   
Cox Spam Blocker filters email for viruses and other potentially abusive 

messages by default for all email addresses. 

Spam Blocker also allows you to set the level of additional mail filtering for your 

Cox High Speed Internet email. You now have only two options (as opposed to 

the three options you had earlier). 

Automatically delete incoming junk email. Junk email is removed before it 

reaches your inbox.   

Send suspected junk email to your Spam Blocker folder in Webmail, where it will 

reside for 21 days after receipt before being automatically deleted.  

Where do you go to make this decision and how do you get there?   

Go to: www.lasvegas.cox.net. 

Under Account Login on the right side of the page, enter your Username and 

Password.  

On the next page, look under My Account in the left column and select Internet 

Tools. 

On the next page, look under Spam Blocker select either the first or second 

option.  

On the next page, select Update and then Confirm. 

Now move over to the left column again and select Webmail. 

From this location, you will be able to read all the spam that never left the Cox 

server to clutter your Email client's Inbox.  

Now place this Webpage on your Desktop or your Quicklaunch bar or make it a 

favorite so that you have quick and easy access to your Webmail  

Files Too Large to Email   
If you have a file (a photo, perhaps) that is too large to send via email, upload it 

from your computer to this site, type in your recipient's email address and an 

optional message, and then click Send It. The recipient will be notified that your 

file is waiting, and a link to its location will be provided so it can be downloaded; 

thus, avoiding having to send the file via email. The FREE version of this 

program will accept files up to 100 Megs in size. http://tinyurl.com/ko7ej 

Free Backup Utilities   

http://www.pandora.com/
http://www.lasvegas.cox.net/
http://tinyurl.com/ko7ej
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According to Smart Computing and PC World magazines, the following products 

are more effective than the backup tools that ship with Windows and are FREE! 

PolderBackup  (no longer supported by author, but still available at this address) 

http://www.xs4all.nl/~philippo/PolderBackup.htm 

(Scroll down to the bottom of the PolderBackup Website to access the program 

download.  Although it is no longer supported by the author, it remains an 

effective program.) PolderBackup is streamlined, has a slick interface, and doesn't 

cost a penny. It supports compression, incremental backups, and has a filtering 

system that lets you add or exclude certain files from the backup process. For 

example, if you want to back up everything in a folder except large movie and 

audio files, exclude those extensions from the backup process by using the filters. 

The program is very easy to use, and Start Computing recommends it highly for 

beginners who are looking to step up from Microsoft's Backup. 

SyncBack. 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23166,00.asp 

No one can deny the need for backing up your files, but cumbersome programs 

turn it into a chore. SyncBack simplifies the process while offering a number of 

options and features. SyncBack integrates with Windows Scheduler so you can 

schedule automated backups easily. You can back up or sync your files to another 

drive, directory, or network. SyncBack creates detailed log files for your review 

and verifies that files are copied correctly. It lets you run simulations, include and 

exclude based on file types, exclude specific files, and select which sub-

directories to backup 

EZBack-it -up.  
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23149,00.asp 

EZBack-it-up doesn't ask you bewildering questions--it just backs up your data 

where and when you tell it to do it. It can compare thousands of files in mere 

seconds. Check EZBack-it-up's logs to see what it's done. If even this much 

attention to backup is more than you can stand, just install the program and 

schedule regular backups. 

Back It Up 
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,15980,00.asp 

Installing hardware and software often seems straightforward, but as we all know 

from painful experience, things all too easily can go haywire. Back It Up, in this 

respect, is like buying insurance: It will protect you from forever losing your 

important files. Back It Up helps keep your data safe by compressing and 

archiving the files that you choose. When something goes awry with your files, 

you can go back to the previous snapshot of your system. There are options that 

allow you to delete specified files by choosing the files' extension. You can also 

schedule backups to run unattended. 

http://www.xs4all.nl/~philippo/PolderBackup.htm
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23166,00.asp
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23149,00.asp
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,15980,00.asp
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Cobian Backup 
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23148,00.asp 

Cobian Backup handles the most tedious parts of the backup chore without taking 

away your options. Let this utility back up files and folders automatically on the 

schedule you choose--without losing the ability to back files up manually. 

Integrated zip compression abilities let you make backups that consume less 

space as well as less time. 

Back4Win 
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23146,00.asp 

Back4Win lets you customize your backup so your PC's downtime is minimized. 

Its variable compression rate gets the best backup speed for every supported OS. 

It lets you make disk-spanning files and restore damaged backups, too.  

Foreign Travel -Money Exchange   
The Universal Currency Converter is one of the biggest and most comprehensive 

available on the Internet. It includes more than 180 currencies from over 250 

locations, which the site claims is every known currency.   

The program is Web-based, so you do not need to download and install it to your 

hard drive.  You may wish to add this to your Favorites. 

http://www.xe.com/ucc/full.shtml 

Image Viewer   
Image Browser Arctic is an image-viewing program. It will automatically search 

your computer for any kind of image file. It also allows you to convert one or 

multiple files into the following formats: BMP, JPG, JP2, ICO, TIF, TGA, PCX, 

PNG, GIF or grayscale. Create a slide show with synchronized audio. 

http://www.uticasoft.com/ 

Using System Restore   
Microsoft's System Restore (and similar tools, like Go Back) can actually work 

against you by restoring an infected version of a system file after you've cleaned 

the "live" file. Actually, any form of backup can do this, but the problem is more 

acute with System Restore and Go Back because they operate more or less 

automatically: It's easy to forget they're there, and hard to know exactly what 

they've backed up, and when. So, the safest thing is to turn off System Restore (or 

Go Back) at least temporarily when you're scanning or trying to clean something 

off your PC. In fact, if you have good normal backups, it's not a bad idea to turn 

off System Restore or Go Back before scans, and to fully delete the old "Restore 

Points." That way, when the scan is done, a new restore Point will be created 

when you restart System Restore or Go Back, and that Restore Point will be free 

from malware. 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23148,00.asp
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23146,00.asp
http://www.xe.com/ucc/full.shtml
http://www.uticasoft.com/
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Smileycons   
You can use Smileycons (fancy emoticons) for your e-mail stationery needs and 

anywhere else you can think of. Many agree that Cloudeight has the cutest 

smileycons on the Web today and they are free. They don't include any adware or 

spyware and they are all Vista compatible as well. You can check them all out for 

yourself by downloading them right here. http://smileycons.com/ 

Delete System Restore Points   
To delete Windows XP Restore Points, click Start, Programs, Accessories, 

System Tools, and Disk Cleanup. After Disk Cleanup finishes checking your 

system, click the More Options tab. Under System Restore, click the Clean Up 

button to delete all but your most recent restore point.  

Online Games   
At Gamedesign, you will find plenty of games to challenge your mind. Or, you 

can just pass the time. Many games load quickly for online play. There is also a 

list of games you can download. Save them to your computer or flash drive to 

play anytime. To play games online, you must have the free Macromedia Flash 

player installed. You'll be prompted to download it if you don't have it already. 

The download games work on Windows 98 and newer. This site is based in 

Japan, so some information is in Japanese. Also, many of the online Flash games 

require Internet Explorer.   www.gamedesign.jp/index_en.html 

Online Photo Editing   
It‘s fun to exchange digital pictures online. Most photos, however, are not perfect 

fresh off the camera. So, simple resizing and editing can go a long way. 

If you have little or no photo-editing experience, there is hope. Pixoh is a simple 

online photo-editing resource. With no software to download, it‘s perfect for 

quick editing from anywhere. A photo may be uploaded from your machine or 

selected from a URL. Features like resizing and cropping are simply done. 

Contrast, hue and other properties are adjusted by a numerical scale. When you're 

ready to save the photo, multiple formats are available.  

New features are constantly added. Make sure you try the bookmarklet. It allows 

you to easily edit and save pictures from any Web site.    www.pixoh.com 

Language Translator   
Altavista‘s Babel Fish is a translator that handles 12 languages. Enter single 

words or paste in whole sentences to translate. A world keyboard helps you find 

and enter unfamiliar characters. Babel Fish also will translate Web pages. Type in 

the URL and select the language. You can browse to any page in the new 

http://smileycons.com/
http://www.gamedesign.jp/index_en.html
http://www.pixoh.com/
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language. Sometimes the translations are imperfect, but you will at least get the 

idea. Never find yourself lost in translation again! www.babelfish.altavista.com 

Yahoo Widget Engine 
The Web is awash with tiny programs--toolbars, stock tickers, to-do lists, and 

goofy little just-for-fun apps--and there's no guarantee that they'll play well with 

one another. Yahoo Widget Engine lets you install attractive little programs 

called, yes, widgets. Widgets run the gamut from useful system monitors and RSS 

readers to movie-premiere countdowns and animated fish. With thousands of 

widgets available, you're sure to find something you need or just really, really 

want. And since they're all made for Yahoo Widget Engine, you can customize 

your desktop without worry that one program will knock another one out.    

http://tinyurl.com/3246py 

Winamp Full  
There are lots of audio players available, but this popular program is one of the 

best beloved. Winamp saves playlists and equalizer settings, and the special skins 

and dozens of color schemes keep it looking good.  

In addition to playing CDs and most other digital audio formats (.wav, MID, 

MOD), Winamp lets you browse SHOUTcast Radio and TV stations. It also 

offers AOL video content and AOL Radio featuring XM. You get 50 free MP3s 

from eMusic, too. The program also has a minibrowser that lets you view 

biographies and photos, and you can sign up for 3GB of free Internet music 

storage. Integrated Internet TV & radio round out the functions. You can also 

burn to CD.                  http://tinyurl.com/2ff2gn 

Free Online Coupons   
Free online coupons to over 500 online retailers for things like free shipping and 

up to 30% off your entire order.  Stores include  JCPenney, Eddie Bauer, Target, 

BestBuy, and Walmart.  Check out  Rather-Be-Shopping.com before you shop 

online and save money!   http://www.rather-be-shopping.com 

http://www.babelfish.altavista.com/
http://tinyurl.com/3246py
http://tinyurl.com/2ff2gn
http://www.rather-be-shopping.com/

